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Phenomenon of “De-tourism” in Tourism

Research and Our Train of Thoughts

Based on the Analysis of Tourism Projects

Sponsored by NSFC and NSSFC
ZHU Feng' XIANG Yixian® WANG Chun-hui'
(1. Weihai
264209 China;2. Faculty of Liberal Arts and Communication
Ningbo 315211 China)

Business School Shandong University at Weihai
Ningbo University
Abstract: of China
( NSFC) (1987 ~2010) and National Social Science Foundation
of China ( NSSFC) (1993 ~2010) have sponsored 243 tourism—

National Natural Science Foundation

related projects and these projects as well as their study results

are to a certain degree representation of the current situation of
China’ s tourism research. The paper makes statistics and
analysis of the tourism phenomena research problems and
disciplines of these tourism projects tries to draw an outline of

the development of China “s tourism research and makes
evaluation from the perspective of the development of tourism
discipline. Statistics reveal that Earth Science ( 80 items) and
Management ( 23 items) focus on main disciplines of tourism

items for National Natural Science Foundation. “ Tourism

Impact’  “Tourism Development” and “Tourist Behavior” are
major study areas. Applied Economics ( 60 items) belong to
disciplines for National Social Science Foundation and topics

“Development and

The

concentrate on “Sustainable Development’

Conservation ” and “ Potential and Competitiveness ”.
analysis shows that there exist the phenomena of “de-tourism” in
the topic selections in both items of Foundations. In other
words the phenomenon of tourism only becomes the object of
analysis for other disciplines and the study contribution is
displayed in testing improving and supplementing the theory
and methodology of existing other disciplines rather than the
of tourism theory. Superficially

proposal and improvement

speaking the formation of this phenomenon is related to the
complexity and comprehensiveness of tourism phenomenon weak
foundation of tourism theory and evaluation criterion of the
Foundation. But further investigation reveals that “de-tourism”
concept has become the academic orientation that researchers
have sensed and consciously adhered to. The phenomenon of
“de-tourism” in tourism study has produced both positive and
negative impacts on tourism study and discipline development.
deep of the theory of tourism

Upgrading interpretation

phenomenon will simultaneously lead to more obscurity of
tourism discipline and dialogues and communication between
researchers will be more difficult.
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