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Table 1 Structure and assessment criteria of ecosystem health
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Ecosystem Health: Theory, Concept and Assessment Methods

Sun Yan', Zhou Yangming”, Zhang Qiuwen', Yi Shanzhen'
(1. Hubei Key Laboratory of Digital Valley Science and Technology, Huazhong University
of Science & Technology, Wuhan 430074, China;
2. Office of the Mountain-River-Lake Development Commitiee of Jiangxi Province, Nanchang 330046, China)

Abstract: Ecosystem health is a new research topic in the field of ecology and environment science. Firstly,
based on the understanding and analysis of a lots of literature both at home and abroad, this article entirely summa-
rizes the evolvement of the concept of health from mankind to ecosystem and aims at obtaining the assessment crite-
ria of ecosystem health. Then, the article proposes the concept and applicaiton of three kinds of main research
methods about ecosystem health assessment ;D) indicator species, (2) indicator system, and ) indicator area. Fi-
nally, this article provides some focus challenging and controversial topics of ecosystem health and the major issues
which need further discussion in the future.

Key words: Health; Ecosystem health; Ecosystem health assessment.
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