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The Jiangsu-Zhejiang War and the Related Change of Internal
Political Situation in theé Early Period of the Republic of China

Feng Xiao-cai

( Department of History , Fudan University , Shanghai 200433, China)

The war between Jiangsu and Zhejiang was a key to the change of internal political situation in the early period
of the Republic of China. The war .divdn’t result in ab mass deéth of soldiers but in a frightful calamity and
enormous economic loss. It also had far-reaching effect on the two provinces and the domestic political
situation . . -

The peace movement and the cause of the war

Despite the involvement of many -other places of the country in the prolonged war after 1911, Jiangsu and
Zhejiang provinces remained at peace until the 1920 s when the relationship. between the two provinces was in
crisi from time to time. The local ‘gentry-merchants ‘launched a peace movement so as to stop the war
temporarily . ‘Owing to the strategic relations between the provinces, the powers’ interests and the joint efforts
by local gentry-merchants, a peace agreement was signed in 1923 by Lu Yongling and Qi Xieyuan (military
chiefs of the two provinces), who undertook to defend their people and territories .

The war and its loss »

The war was launched by Qi Xiyuan, who prepared' the military operations in August. It was started at
Huangdu on September 10. After a seesaw battle came a stalemaie. But the invasion by the Fujian troop into
Zhejiang on September 17 caused Lu Yongxiang and He Fenglin to resign, thus énding the war.

During and after the war, people were forced to serve as qoolies for the army, to make money
contributions, and kidnapped. Markets were closed. Traffic was often blocked.

The influence of the war: local and national

The war exerted profound, influence on;the two provinces and the psychology of their gentry-merchants. To
prevent war, they made greater efforts to promote the autonomy movement with a view to dismissing the military
chief, moving the arsenal away and stationing no troops in Shanghai, which were not done until January 1925,
and also made good preparations for the May 30th ‘Movement (1925) for protesting against imperialists
slaughter of Chinese demonstrators in foreign concessions of Shanghai.

The war brought radical changes to the political structures of Jiangsu and Zhejiang. In Zhejiang the.
pro-Anhui clique military authorities were put to an ended. The new govemof, Sun Chuanfang, strengthened
control of public opinion and the autonomy movement in Zhejiang. The people in charge of Jiangsu Province
were frequently changed. The Jiangsu-Zhejiang war was a Jandmark of the political changes in the early period
of the Republic of China. C ‘ ‘

The Zhang Zuohn-Sun Chuanfang-Sun Yal -sen alllance a.ffected the situation of the whole China. In the
North the Zhi Li-Fengtian war broke out along with the Jlangsu-Zhepang war, whereas in the South Sun
Yat-sen declared the Northern Expedition (1926-27) in Shaoguan.

Key words: Jiangsu-Zhejiang War; influence; political change



