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Cultural Selection of Modern Literature in China and East Asia
in the Context of Globalization

WU Xiu-ming GUO Jian-min
Department of Chinese Language and Literature  Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract Globalization which emerged in the 1990s provides both a new perspective in the study of the
relations between the Eastern culture and the Western culture and a new way of exploring the development of
modern literature in East Asian countries. First of all Chinese literature was brought into line with
globalization the same time as it became modern. Therefore research into Chinese literature in the context of
globalization also means the study of the developmental strategy of Chinese literature modernization.
Historically speaking the three cultural strategies to develop modern culture - enlightening revolution and
retreat - were worked out in the development of modern Chinese literature. They influenced and conflicted with
each other in practice forming pluralistic cultural orientations in modern Chinese literature and various cultural
patterns in literary aesthetics. Now Chinese literature still has a long way to go modern in the present-day
context of globalization. What strategies to adopt to jointly build global culture calls for serious consideration.
Secondly  globalization features culture shock and cultural integration/acculturation in various areas.
Therefore it is necessary to take East Asia as a cultural entirety. In terms of the formation of Eastern culture

three cultural circles have come into being the East Asia cultural circles with Chinese culture as the center

the South Asia cultural circles with Indian culture as the center and the West Asia-North Africa cultural
circles with the Arabic culture as the center. The modern literature in China and other East Asian countries has

played an important historical role in the cultural globalization and the development of modern Eastern culture.
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The literature of East Asian countries share the same cultural heritage and the fine tradition of close
communication in modern and present-day times which provides a good basis for the development of
contemporary literature of these countries. Furthermore their rapid economic growth has guaranteed the said
development. Eastern culture will eventually give a new luster with the development of contemporary literature

of East Asian countries.
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