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Protection of Hangzhou as a Historical Cultural City

YANG Xu-biao
( Institure of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstraet: As a famous historical and cultural city, Hangzhou has featured mostly in its long history and rich
culture, abundant in cultural relics and historical sites and beautifol natural scenery. Along with its rapid
progress of urbanization, the city has come across some problems in its protection. The lack of an overall
protection has become serious, which results in big changes in the city’s original ancient appearances. The
historical and cultural heritage of the city has displayed complete cultural development sequences, though its
wide dispersal and small size have often caused difficulties in its protection. The responsibility system of
"whoever-uses-it-takes-care-of-it “ has not been successfully put into effect. The lack of protection of historical

buildings has weakened its historical reality and living continuity. Therefore, "cool " considerations are

demanded on "hot “ topics of protection and utilization. In consideration of the above problems and the

importance in bringing the protection into effect, great efforts will have to be put into the improvement of the
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protection system through three levels: "cultural relic protection unit; historical & cultural protection zones;
and historical & cultural city ”, the principles as “complete, systematic and scientific protection *; "protect all
that should be protected * and "characteristic protection ". With effective protection of its historical and cultural
heritage, its appearances and natural scenery, and the sustainable development of the city s traditional
culture, Hangzhou is supposed to attain a new vision of "legancy, harmony, spint, openness” . The protection
will have to be focused on "one core, one line, one ancient city and two historical remains” . "One core ” is
the western part of the city. "One line ” is the bank along the Grand Canal; " One ancient city ” is the ancient
city area and "two historical remains “ are the Liangzhu Cultural historical site and the historical remains of the
Southern Song Dynasty imperatorial palace. In respect of protection mechanism, the direction and control of
planning will have to be emphasized. Relevant laws and regulations will have to be improved and the protection
responsibility system fulfilled. Moreover, it is necessary to expand and standardize the channel for citizens and
specialists participating in the protection of the city, and explore the methods for protection. Through the shove
theoretic and practical improvement of effective protection, a harmonious development of the city’ s protection
and urbanization will be possible. Historical and cultural heritage can come into active play in the city’s
sustainable development.

Key words: historical and cultural cities; protection; Hangzhou
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