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The Existing Human and the Existence of Human
——A Study on the Idea of Existence in Cao Yu' s Tragedies

CHEN Jian JIA Min
Department of Chinese Language and Literature  Zhejiang University  Hangzhou 310028 China

Abstract Cao Yu' s tragic consciousness comes from his profound thought about Mankind’ s "being”. Ever
since they were born people frequently can’ t separate themselves from the tragic situations and anxieties
even though they choose action on their own initiative to prove their existence. Tragedy is the highest form of
being the essence of the life will be full with the extinction of the flesh. In the relationship between human
and existence Greek tragedies emphasize on the heroism and fearlessness of the heroes but Cao Yu' s
tragedies choose to expose people’ s difficult positions. However Cao Yu hadn’ t brought in the western
existentialists who deny the significance of the life.

Karl Jaspers once said people who had situation consciousness would have the sense of being. Cao Yu' s
earlier plays concluding Thunderstorm Sunrise and so on all express a kind of situation consciousness.
What on earth does ”situation” mean It means restriction on morality and ethics. It means the fatal power
which can’ t be explained with any reason and it also means all the factors dissimilating the human’ s essence .
Related to the tragic situation is human’ s anxiety. Fan Yi was in anxiety because she couldn’ t have love and
prove hersell and Qiu Hu ' s anxiety of guilt and condemnation came from the threat of morality and ethics.

No one can avoid the choice of vitality and tragedy is the result of the choices. The characters in the
tragedies face dilemma of choices but they are always able to conquer the subjective situations with astonishing
power. For example Fan Yi and Qiu Hu managed to prove themselves in a most extreme way. Their
characteristic tension transcended the peak of the absolute center of itself and the essence of life had been
filled but also eliminated. The dual significance of the tragedy boundary lies in that it is not only a success
but also a failure and the exireme affirmation leads to failure and death but the essence of life will be
achieved. This not only embodies the final significance of the choice of vitality but contains the true value of
the tragic spirits.

Most of the characters of the Greek tragedies are noblemen. Their ruins are not only the result of their
own actions but also the sufferings for the whole human being. This is a conflict between the individual and
universality. But the characters of Cao Yu' s tragedies are all common people their ruins are caused by their
choices and actions instead of sufferings. Affected by Christianity Cao Yu paid more attention to the limitation
and the guilt of people compared to ancient Greek tragedies that emphasize fearlessness and sublime. Cao Yu
was constantly exploring how human should exist. Should He affirm himself in an exireme way. Should He
comply with the rules of morality and ethics as the ultimate principle or enter into the existence full of love and
faith His true aspiration however is that human could be freed from the guilt and establish an poetic
existence in an ideal world.

Key words situation consciousness the anxiety of being the choice of vitality human and existence



