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On the Cultural Satus o the Villager’ s Old-syle Schoad
in the Early 20th Century

HAO Jin-hua' , WANG Xiarr ming’
(1. Schod o Social Sciences , Civil Aviation University o China , Tianjin 300300, China;
2. Department d History , Nankai University , Tianjin 300071, China)

Abdract : The educationa reformin the late Qing Dynasty brought about the unique pattern of education in the
ocountrysde ,in which both the nensyle school and the oldstyle private school existed together. With its
gecid flexibility and adaptability , the ol style private school , known as S-shu in Chinese, held a domi nant
postion in loca culture and education.

Frdly ,the S-shu far outhumbered the newsyle school. During the late Qing Dynasty and the early
period of the Republic of China ,the S-shu was available in dnog al the villages, of which big villages had 4
to 5 such schools. Acoording to the gatigicsfrom the Minigry of Education , the new gyle school s were threes
times as many as the old-gyle schools across the country , which, however , didn’ t mean that the former
<chool s overpowered the latter. There are following three causes. Thefirg cause isthat during the said period
o time, nog of the neawgyle schools were available in the cities, while the old-gyle schools were here and
there in the countrysde. In other words, the old-gyle school s are severd times as many as the new gyle ones
in the rural areas. The seoond cause is that quite a number of semi-new-gyle and semi-ol d-syle school s were
taken as new syle schools. For the achievements in promoting newlearning education were used for measuring
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the perfformance of the county megidrate. And the third cause is that old-syle schools which congderably
outnumbered the dfficia figure went underground at that time when the authorities pronoted the development of
new gyle schools to reform or replace the old ones.

Soondy , the S-shu served as the center of cultura activities in rura communities from the pergective
o socid function. In the traditiona society , the loca gentry acted as the red representative of power by
playing numerous roles in education , public security , judice, land tax oollection, other tax collection, and
cererrony adminigration. Furthernore, many loca gentlemen themsaves were teachers in the S-shu where
primary education was carried out and sudents would make a good begnning for future officiad career. After
the rform in the educationd sysem, however , country elites nmoved into cities for better development , with
the coming of locdl tyrants and gentrieswho failed to play the part their predecessors did. At the same time the
nen gyle schools whose teachers mogly didn’ t gain trug from locals were rather limited in number and weak
in organizing cultural activities. In these circumgances, therefore, the S-shu functiorred nuch better socidly
and culturaly. Its popularity was ascribed to five reasons: (1) flexibility in running schiools, iow tuition, and
drict teaching and good management in line with loca conditions; (2) private teachers' being both sociable
and cgpable in tackling problems, such as"”apportioniient” fromdfficids, directives, notification , disgpprova
and other dfficid documents, and nhannlirg villade a‘ars, such as dfficia agoplication, objection to added
revenue tax and anpciiioned duties, witer conservancy , and prevention of calamities; (3) private teachers
being regonstie for lawslit; (4) privae teachers' serving as miniger of the village; and (5) private
teachers participation in making village decigons.
Key Words: old-gyle private school ; rural community ; culture; "NeaLearning’ Education Sygem
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