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A Probe into Gender Consideration in Decision-making

L IU Dan, HUA Chen
(Institute of Urban Planning & Design , Zhejiang U niversity, Hangzhou 310058, China )

Abgtract : The modern urban planning stresses a more holistic gpproach-one that is reflective of the
diverdfied compodtion of sciety. Mainstreaming equdlities in plan making will improve the quaity
and performance of plan policy. Gender mainstreaming means embedding an acknowledgement of the
different needs of women and men into the planning system to make it part of the core agenda rather
than an gppendix. Gender Mainstreaming takes into account the different roles women and men have
in ociety and the different expectations and requirements they have from the planning system. This
cannot be done in ilation from other day-to-day agects of planning - it is a matter of looking at
existing and proposed policy areas through a’ gender lens .

Ma ngtreaming cdlsfor integrating rdevant issuesinto eech sage of the policy making process: preparing the
inditutiond framework ; ressarch and andyds; policy devdopment ; conautation and partidpation.

Firstly, preparing the ingitutiona framework. Everything depends upon the Loca Panning
Authority to adopt a podtive attitude and provide a supportive political and organizationa setting to the
mai nstreaming process. The ' good planner’ will naturaly incorporate gender into hisor her individua
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pergoective on planning. Nevertheless, much work needs to be done in addition to laying the
groundwork in terms of stafing, reources, time, budgets, etc. Some of the ingtitutiona changes
recommended would require higher-level manageria change within the loca authority itsef.

Secondly , research and andyss. Every plan needs to be based on surveys and analyss of the
issuesfacing the local area and its the future development needs. If aplanisto meet such need, then
there hasto be an anayssof what is hgppening to the population, and an identification of the issues
that are important to ecid groups. Integrating gender into the research process depends on the
availability of disseminated data for women and men within the location concerned.

Thirdly, policy devdopment. Mainstreaming gender in the formulation of policy objectives may
be approached in three ways. a) Thefirst approach starts with an understanding of community needs
asidentified through gendered research and by the needs assessment report as reguired by the equality
standard. Once the needs of particular groupsin the locd community have been identified , the next
step isto think about policy implications. b) The second approach begins with key policy topics such as
trangportation , housng, employment , tourism, the natura environment , cultura heritage and  on.
It isthen posdble to ask a seriesof evauative questions about the impact of each policy areaon men,
women and/ or other groups. ¢) The third approach incorporates gender equality into other statutory
and non-gtatutory appraisal processes. A gender snstive pergective can therefore be incorporated into
existing appraisa process, eiminating discrimination and maximizing equality benefits.

Findly , conadtation and partidpation. Gonsutation is a fundamentd part of plan preparation. Accesshility
indl sctors of the community is a key issue for achieving indusve partidpation. In order to assg the
partidpation of women, a number of dfferent techniques shoud be adopted, indudng arranging weekend and
evening meetings for those who work , and providng childcare fadlities where necessary. In addtion, it is
important to hold public meetings and exhikitionsin places that are easly accesshle.
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