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The Wenzhou Mode Its Connotation Characteristics and Value

FANG Li-ming XI Cong-qing
1. Institute of Economics and Management Nanjing University of Science and Technology

Nanjing 210094  China 2. Department of Sociology Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract The Wenzhou mode for which the city of Wenzhou has been famous ever since its birth has undergone long-standing
controversies regarding whether this economic mode is "capitalist or socialist” in the 1980" s the allegation that it is "neither fish

the traditional cooperative economy nor foul the stock economy ” in the 1990s and the unfavorable criticism or otherwise that
it is "capital investment to outside Wenzhou or capital expansion” at present. Despite whatever conditions Wenzhou has witnessed
its fast growth and its remarkable achievements attracting attention both nationwide and worldwide. Some overseas scholars for
example have a particular liking for Wenzhou. The noted Japanese socio-economist Toshihiro Nishiguchi has taken the Wenzhou
mode as a remedy for reviving the Japanese economy.

All these deserve our further study of the mode which is the first of its kind that the people of Wenzhou initiated by
employing the market mechanism thus developing its non-state-operated economy and patterning the mode of economic and social
development so that the people are rich and the city is strong. In short the Wenzhou mode is characterized by the times private
nature creativity being interregional and ever-growing which offers a great deal to the research of regional economic theory and
economic practice.

Key words Wenzhou Wenzhou people Wenzhou mode non-state-operated economy



