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Dynamics of South China Lineage in Urbanization
the Case of the Village of Nanching

GAO Chong
Department of Sociology  the University of Hong Kong Hong Kong

Abstract With national development projects since the 1940s some villages in suburban areas have got
involved into urbanization and the rural lineage organizations are turning into urban lineage. With the impetus
of the reform and opening-up policy modernity penetrates and dominates most aspects of urban life quickly.
Urban lineage mobilizes all the social resources to negotiate with complicated circumstances it faces in social
transformation and urbanization. Villagers in Nanching a village located on the outskirts of Guangzhou

employ their own strategies in the following three aspects. First a lineage organization is embedded into the
formal power structure of Nanching. The urban government continues to construct and restructure formal
organizations including official semi — official and autonomous institutions to govern the local society. On
the other hand the members of Che Lineage reorganize their lineage in the name of Joint Brigade liandui in
the 1980s and lineage activities are endowed with legal cover. Lineage also functions in the village elections.
Second the investor and management of lineage estate are based on modern market economy principles. After
1950 only some market stalls of lineage estate have been maintained while ancestral land was expropriated by
the local government. The newly accumulated lineage estate has been the commercial industrial building for
lease. The avenue of investment is used to support annual ancestor worship and social welfare in lineage. To

some extend the management of lineage estate can be considered as a modern trustee. Lastly lineage
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conceptions are re-interpreted in order to adapt to a modern society. Women are not excluded from ancestor
worship any more. Although symbolic meanings of ancestor worship are rich and complex and culturally
loaded the villagers tend to amplify its meaning of "getting rich”. The patronage of ancestor is employed to
interpret their fortune of wealth in modern economy. The study argues that the lineage as a social organization
does not contradict with modern discourse but reconstruct and maintain itself by the conditions offered by the
economic development .

Key words urbanization dynamics of lineage tradition and modernization South China




