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On the Relation between The Tale of Genji and the Views
of "Wild Words and Flowery Expressions”

LIU Rui-zhi
Institute of Japanese Language and Culture  Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310058  China

Abstract As one of the oldest and best novels in the world The Tale of Genji  Genji monogatari ~ written in
the middle and late periods of Heian in Japan was accomplished directly under the influence of Chinese
literature  especially Collected Works of Bai Juyi Baishi wenji  Hakushi monju by the famous Chinese poet
Bai Juyi 774—846 of the Tang Dynasty. As it was completed during the prevalence of the views of "wild
words and flowery expressions” Kuangyanqgiyuguan Kyougenkigokan in Japan' s ideological and literary
history and its author Murasaki Shikibu ca. 978—1014  enjoyed a close relation with the active
advocators of the ideas the work was naturally stamped with Bai’ s views of " wild words and flowery
expressions’. The views were the very important literary thought of Bai’ s  through which he solved the

conflicts between religious belief — personal taste and literary pursuit. Based upon the principles of
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Confucianism and Buddhism Bai defined the "wild words and flowery expressions” as which he regarded
poetry and prose with wanton words and libertinism in love and merry-making against the established customs.
Meanwhile however he defended for the special value and the truth of literature because he believed that it
was possible to turn vanity into truth and evil into good by way of Buddhism. Although he didn’ t have the
pious confession of Bai Juyi Murasaki Shikibu took advantage of " wild words and flowery expressions”
regardless of the pressure from Buddhism. He thought that "truth and fantastic words are ultimately the same”
in a novel which proved his view on story writing to be reasonable. Therefore he solved the conflict between
religious belief and literary creation. Later on based on the theory of "wild words and flowery expressions”
there were lots of arguments about "vanity and truth” reflecting the two extreme views about the said theory
The Tale of Genji’ s falling into the inferno and being the incarnation of Guanyin Kannon Avalokitesvara-
Bodhisativa . The former held that Murasaki Shikibu had fallen into the hell because of his creation of
pornography and he and his readers could only be saved by Bai Juyi’ s instructions. The latter however held
that Murasaki Shikibu was the incarnation of Guanyin enlightening all living creatures with his The Tale of
Genji  which was based on Bai' s literary thought. No doubt ”wild words and flowery expressions” have
enjoyed a very important position in the Japanese literary history for they have widened the influence of The
Tale of Genji and promoted the development of Japanese literature .
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