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On Disyllabic Roots and One-character Free
Morpheme Sharing Similar Sounds and Identical Meaning

ZHAN Yin-xin
Research and Application Contre for Chinese Scripts East China Nomal University Shanghai 200062 China

Abstract Abstract A disyllabic root is defined as a free single-morpheme with two syllables that in turn are

in two written forms represented by two Chinese characters. But documents show that some disyllabic roots are

written as one single character without any change of meaning. Instances are’ " and " and" "and
“ in both of which the single-character forms and the two-character forms are of identical meaning. We
take this as disyllabic roots sharing identical meaning with one-character free morphemes rather than as some
linguists believe division of disyllabic roots into two single characters. This can be further indicated in that in
some dialects there are some written forms that are of increased or reduced syllables without losing any meaning
in their process of evolvement. Yet unmatchability of spoken forms and their equivalent written forms do
exist as in early documents we can see that not all single-character represent only onesyllable. Even today
we can still find some examples of this kind. This indicates a great possibility that disyllabic roots are evolved
because of slower pronunciation of the two syllables or of consonant cluster being presented by two written

forms. Disyllabic roots such as " have also equivalent one-character forms to
represent. Furthermore some ancient books on Chinese sounds and rhythms have examples of one character
with two sounds that in turn are the two sounds of their equivalent disyllabic roots. Thus a possible reference is
that as for unmatchability in spoken forms and their written forms it is manifest that some one-character forms
can represent two-character disyllabic roots.

Key words disyllabic roots one-character free morpheme consonant cluster




