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An Examination o the Completion Date o Inscribing the Imperial
Wuying- Palace Edition of The General Catalogue of Complete Library
of Four Treasuries
——Criticiam on the vienpoint that the Zhgjiang edition is copied from the inperia
Wuying- Palace edition

QUI Furzhang
( Research Ingtitute d Ancient Books, Zhgiang University , Hangzhou 310028 , China)

Abstract :The Archivesdf the Edited Conplete Library of Four Treasuries, conpiled by the China Firg Higory
Archives Museum and published in July 1997 , contains A Menorid to the Throne submitted by Cao Wenzhi ,
Vice Generd Editor of the Gormplete Library and former Miniger of Revenue in China. The Menoria dates,
"Inscribing The General Catalogue of the Gonplete Library of Four Treasuries has been conpleted. Printing
and binding are kindy requesed for his Mgegy sreading'. It was written in December 1795, or rather , on
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the 16th day of the 11th nonth of the 60th year during the reign of BErperor Qianlong of the Qing Dynagy ,
which should be deemed the exact date for the end of inscribing the imperiad edition of The General Catalogue.
However , the truth is that the inscription of the Zhgiang edition of The General Catalogue was conpleted in
November 1795 (the 10th nonth of the 60th year during the reign of Enperor Qianlong) , which can be proved
by the Pogscript to the Zhgiang edition written by Ruan Yuan, nemy gopointed director of the Zhegiang
Education Bureau.

The oopy for duplicating the Zhgiiang edition is actualy the hand-written copy issued to Wenlan Library
in Hangzhou (capital of Zhejiang) from the Paace for the Gonrplete Library of  Four Treasuries in the 57th year
o the Qianlong period. The copy for the inperia edition is the manuscript whose" corrections were conpleted’
by Ji Yun, the chid editor, in the 60th year of the Qianlong period. The inscription of the Zhgiang edition
wasfinished earlier than that of the inperid edition from the Wuying Pdace. Both editions have their own
advantages and di sadvantages , providing inportant referencesfor collating The Generad Catdogue , studying the
whole procedure of its conpilation and oorrection, and finding out the full truth about its different higorica
editions. Gven al this, the over-100-year-old viempoint that "the Zhgiang edition is copied from the inperid
edition’ is groundless and detrimental , and mug be firmly rejected.

Key words: The General Catalogue o Complete Library of Four Treasuries; the Zhgiang edition; the imperia
edition ; examination
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