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Radical Pacifism
—An Analyssof the Nonviolent Thought of Stanley Hauerwas

WAN GJian-da
(Department of Marxism Theory and Education in I deological and Political ,
Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abdgtract : Stanley Hauerwas is one of the most noted ethicists who has revived Christian virtue
ethics and was dubbed as America’ s best theologian in Time. Among his complex thoughts the
title of Radical Pacifism seems to have suggested one of his main themes he tried to tell the
world. Histheory has three main characteristics:

1 Hisnonviolent standispure and complete. He does not regard pacifism asjust one idea of
Christian ethics, but as the most important one. For Christians, pacifismis not just a matter of
abstract idea discussng whether it is allowed to kill a man in different conditions, but isacall to
became the community of peace. Peaceful stand should not be something distinctive from the
practice of a special community , and the peaceful information of New Testament should not be
divorced from the context of church.

2 Hispacifismiscritical and complex. Hoping to transcend ordinary humanitarian pacifism,
Hauerwas criticized liberalism (the foundation of American society) which regards man as
traditionfree, self-concerned, and desire pursuing, and see the coerce as the essence of politics.
On the other hand, though a pacifist , Stanley Hauerwas reminded us that we should not take the
war in ana?veview. War has a special rolein theformation of virtue. The value of lifeisnotin
lifeitself , but inits being the creation of Cod.

3 Hispacifismiseschatological. It isdifferent from the nuclear war pacifism, which regards
the threat of extermination of the world as the base of the peace, the survival of human life as the
most important thing. Hauerwas thinksthat Christians should not become the witness to thefear
of death, since survival is not the most sgnificant val ue of man.

Among his critics, Max Stackhouse criticized Hauerwas sharply, claiming that his idea
cannot understand the essence of politics. Goria Albrecht suggested that Hauerwas pacifismis
still too violent initself. Infact, Hauerwas has offered a more radical idea of church and peace.
Churchis a radical polis that is very different from the state. We think this Radical Pacifism
reminds a world that leans to violent and war to reflect on the sgnificance of peace. Thisis
egpecialy important for Americans who have power to destroy the earth and is likely to launch
the serious war in the near future. If they still want to declare their faith in Christianity , they
should take the peacef ul message serious.
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