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Srategic Policy on Sabilizing the Low Fertility Level :
Retr ospect and Pr ospect

WU Cang-ping, SUN Juan-juan
(Centre f or Population and Development Research, Renmin University of
China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abgtract : Considering the basic national conditions, including big population, inadequate per
capita resources and low level of economic and social development , the Chinese Government has
formulated and implemented a family planning policy which conforms to China’ s reality and has
greatly contributed to the stabilization of the national and the world population, and to the
promotion of human development and progress. The excessve population growth has been
brought under effective control. China has accomplished a historic trangtion from high fertility



rate to low fertility rate.

Current population issues are different from those before the implementation of the family
planning policy. At present, the population sze is no longer the only essential issue which
requires attention. Such issues as population quality , structure, migration and o on should a so
be attached much importance because they have become more complicated. All population issues
will be more difficult to solve if the low fertility level cannot be stabilized.

Large population and limited resourcesis still the realistic stuationin China. Population size
isapressurefor resources and the environment. In addition, inertial population growth will last
for aperiod of time. Therefore, as a continuing policy and essential part of China’ s population
strategy , stabilizing the low fertility level is a rational choice. Through saving population
investment , promoting national reform, improving the strength and international competition
capability , alleviating population pressure on resources and environment, upgrading human
capital of two generations, stabilizing the low fertility level , we can accelerate productivity,
improve the quality of people’ s life, and promote the harmonious progress of the society. In
addition, competition between nations in the future will be a resource competition of talents.
How to develop human resources and improve the quality of human resources are the key factors
in promoting China’ scompetition capability. Stabilizing the low fertility level will help trandorm
alarge population size to a rich human resource.

Consdering the characteristics of population development and China’ s real Stuation, an
optimal choiceis that the total fertility rate can be stabilized at around 1.8. The fertility level is
not always the lower the better.

Key Words: family planning policy ; low fertility level ; population investment ; population aging;
total fertility rate
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