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Gas stable isotopic ratio mass spectrometry for measuring 3" C and 3O in
background atmospheric CO,
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Abstract; A high precision gas stable isotopic ratio mass spectrometry system was set up to measure CO, stable isotopes in background air samples. The
system consisted of a MAT253 isotopic ratio mass spectrometry, an efficient airtrap extraction line and a custom designed auto sampler. In combination
with periodic target injection, two working standards were injected before and after each of the unknown sample to control and monitor the system
performance. The working standards were calibrated regularly to trace back higher level reference and to ensure measurement comparability. From repeated
test, the system precision was better than 0.03%0 and 0. 06%o for 8'*C and 3'30, respectively. The system could apply to the 8'°C and 3'80 analysis in
background atmospheric CO, and essentially meet the WMO/GAW quality target.

Keywords: gas stable isotopic ratio mass spectrometry; background atmosphere; CO,; 8 C;8'%0

iy, ATHERTY) B ok R Gs B ad AR 28 Do i AR
2F N A1 Z5 4 (Jochen et al. , 2002; Ghosh et al. |

CO, Il TR AR, AR BABEIL  2005). K< €O, YR C/PC #E AR A i F-1H 72
W ST RN A Bk SR AL LR R T TR TR A R AR AR A R A DR ]
S BREARAFFIE IR, BT A e £ ke BB C BARBRK (YL S AE XS CO, Ry
SERIGL R TR B AR B (L HLB % HoAy i AF AKBE) (Tans eral., 1993; Ciais et al. , 1995a;

1 5|5 (Introduction)
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1995b) . i K CO, 18" 0/8" 0 185 FfiHb A 245 &
G KA A (FE R ) PR R KR
SO IH B, Bl CO, IR [ KA P it S 03 .
I BFSE CO, M K 8 ¢ AIS"™ O WL £ 48 Ao 3l &
KR AT IX A KR CO, 5 il b R 7 A2 4 14 143
B A S R G P X A A VR I BC# 1 CO,
(Flanagan et al. , 1997; Bakwin et al. , 1998; Ciais
et al. , 1995a).

K E A 1957 4EFF 1R 7 H B8 Mauna Loa ML
whikt KA CO, MR K M I ( Keeling et al.
1976a) , )5 25 FE AT JCHURA FH 4K 75 A ] 28 445 B b X
BT I, T 1989 4FFF 4y 4 4 BR KA UL {4
Z(WMO/GAW) ( WMO/GAW, 2001). 20 4 80
R, WMO/GAW fE— b3 b il 234 7 2R
AR FE R W A B35 H |, DL sh iR = SRR
PLEITR AT ST, I 25 5 TR 3 A o B0 0L I 458l F
— AR = AR HE TR R I A B 2 A A
By FAE. (HSCRP AT 5% T v T 2 LA =5 A FE 2 BT
A L RV 1T Lo P A LA (Tans et al. , 1993 ; Ciais
et al. , 1995b; Keeling et al. , 1995; Francy, et al.
1995 Trolier et al. , 1996; Ferretti et al. , 2000) ,
I WF5R 35 1143 B AU A B i . WMO/ GAW
PR 1 ] B S 6 22 (R X A V5 e XK €0, 87 C
FIB'® O LU X 4317 25 A 22 (6 N AR T 0. 01%0F1 0. 05%e0
(WMO, 2009 ) , Ifi B¢ & B & 55 B kG B ) A 8
0. 09%0#11 0. 15%o0( Trolier et al. ,1996).

TR R E SR HEBOR | AER AR AR RS | PGS
W Y AR R T KR AR R RO
TAE (B 55, 20005 XIPEEESE, 2002 ; AWk %,
2007) HEEXT KA CO, MR BE K HA SRR 51 2 5 B ik
A R (JH 4 2003 3 Zhou et al. , 2005 ,2006;
Liu et al. , 2009). [A] i i T8 58 H B9, iR BE
UGS BCE A3 ik B A R A T Y SR
AN BETE R ERT R co, R Il Z Ntk
PR, PRk, R AE R AR IR 3R 23 BT B R4
WIRA CO, MR B2 AR AL S ISR AE 5 T 1Y) BE T 38 A
XPHEES , 20 1 o3 AT AR M ME SR . T, A
S PR SE U AR 450, w28 S TR E A
JIE KR CO, R Ra R R Z 58 FIRE Sl o W R 4t
T REFAA S 3 AR KA CO,H 87 C FId™ 0.

2 X E 5% (Materials and methods)

2.1 ERMNHERFEE
$ ThermoFisher 2 w7 H MAT253 BN iE+F

e Ao & e RSN [ BGC-ISOTHERM 23wl 5
BT AR A B (Airrap) 5 AINT. 16 A2 1
i B 2h 3k A 2% 317 % 8 ( Ghosh et al. , 2004,
2005) , FH T RFAL A 3 At A IR KA Co, TRy 87 C
Fs"™0.

RGN Ry 7 v B 7 0 R LG AR IR 2 AN
I7) 27 e il i) A AR, I 3E ] Scott Marrin 23 B4
il 29.5 L& &ML, It & 248 b bate, v]
IR 2= WMO — 2 brifE; 2 LSk Tl 4l Co, <
5,40 L AN 55 B9 0 % %6, IR 4 3 2 56 L X AR AL
(£1).

x1 ZGENRERIFSRE CO,H §°C 715" ORIIRTRE

Table 1  The information of standard gases for the system testing

ﬁ; W5 n 3PC  WeifEE 8%0 bRt
MRS Wi 6 —8.751%0 0.022%0 —0.955%0 0.035%o0
W2 6 -9.005%c 0.013%0 —-0.683%0 0.035%c
W3 6 —8.177%0 0.027%0 0.199%  0.066%0
W4 6 —8.522%c 0.026%0 —4.466%0 0.054%0
ZHA R 7 =20.51%0 0.022%0 —39.57%c 0.026%o0

2.2 kAR

AT TR CO, MYt A R Rl 3 LU, 175
H flask SREES A2 SRR EEA 16 17 A ShEFER
(WARIEZ /D 400 mL ARSI ) 16 1 1R T s 3 4k
BZ3% 0.5 mbar LT (1 mbar =1000 Pa) , 2R 525X,
FEM A BT A R 4 A% (80 mL - min ) A
Airtrap,é’}:*g&‘/v‘f\ly*( XU AN G5 B M o , it Tk
ToK ZEERIRA YR ZE - 70 C ) B2 S h ikis
Y BE (R EEE AR 2N BRI 2 ), HoAth <44k
HEA G BE (BUZ A5 A 88 4 b1 0, R A% R
FE-196 C), ¥ H P co, BB (FRASRKSR
MAT253 P EZEM=ZS) B BRI CO, Sk 5211
ST BB ARE 0t ( Bellow ) , 38 3t 15 82 5 85 7 I8
T PRI I S B A2 Bk NS TR, PR -1
A5 R IR A - SR A ISR 45 A0 B
IS ARIBURE S BT B, R G IR BN 1 BT,

i 43 A7 I R L 38 AT A B Bk HE R 4 B R
MAT253 FCEBAE (RRAS Tsodat2. 5) K it £ 503 %
SEFVRE AT AL B Sh A R R HEA T L A G
BITSHLE 2.
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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of the IRMS system
R2 REIESEH WM 1.5 mA | 7E Diagnosis #30F , Jl w5 45/44
Table 2 Specifications for the IRMS system L MIFRLE K 0. 007%e V -1 , S 46/44 LMk
AKIBAT AT/ s . N -1 \ .
9 48} 2% -0. H 2 /K\
T B 2 i 25 [ 7K B 5 @Jﬂ?‘{'%j‘j 0 016%0/V ,%‘:2 }MX%% %lﬁd‘ﬁ:'—(ﬂ?%
FHR 202 AN EL 2 CO, B 5 MHEFHSHRE T, 580 Co, R & HE 5
H&FEFAhE= Co,bf 90 o e A SR TN HIE
P o IR, A A i 3 3 O
R BERR KB 20 7 2% AR 22 i 25
YA K ~ /T\ - as| ¥ I =) l_? N >, RS oY > ~y — b4
o P B ek ST 2100 PORS FE D 76 XU R S8 A 2 CO, S,
ML BN 120 #% Bellow R J7, IRFF CO, Biim%k 44 {5 SR ETE
a5 30 TR S 5 S S S A IR, 8 I
Ve CO, RIS BR A 300 6\Q?$2LjT mfF%/tbmx”é?E*Jiﬁék
ik CO, 600 EREMELERE R, WHEARLE °C WIEEN
I 10 0. 003%0, 3" OFKEEE 1 0. 008%0 , 72 AU HEFE 22 55
FasE i S AEIE 87 C <0.005%0F18"% 0 < 0. 01%of)
3 RSN (System test) FR(E3).

A T A 2 G0 2 6 WL MAT253 Ji % 5 Airtrap
R AR AR AR BF B 16 07 [ sh b BEERAE I, A
I, A AN 3 B AR G AT B I X AR R
EMIVEUNTITE
3.1 RN

TR IR ORE H 2 HO R Oy g R R A
AT RN 1.5 mA, 7E12 W7 ( Diagnosis ) 15 X
T, B TR B RCRAE Y 598 molecules -ion ™! 4T
AU FR RAHE <800 molecules-ion ' HYER.

AN o e 2 B0 R O 2t A S, KT 22 H

®3 RENBEMNKER
Table 3 The test result of inner precision
K5
e 3“C - 3"%0

1 0.031%o0 0.033%o0
2 0. 028%o0 0.025%o
3 0.025%o 0.022%o
4 0.027%o 0. 008%o
5 0.030%0 0.010%o
6 0.026%o 0.013%o0
7 0.030%o 0.017%o
8 0.034%o 0.009%o
FHH 0.029%o0 0.017%o
PRIz 0.003%0 0.009%0
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3.2 Hm Airtrap 7 16 % B 3h 3 B R SR

3.2.1 16 T [E A Airtrap 89K BHIHRSR W1
(BAA SRS ) HIEE A 16 D RIM— 10,
FAZ 10 WHEFE. T 45 R R, 8" ¢ fs" oy ¥1A
IR — 8. 723%0 1 — 0. 983% (I 5E 45 F AH X T
VPBD #nifi, PDB 42 C a7 & 0 E BrbndE ) i, 36
[ R 2 ok 9 M 2 2R B2 K A 1Y) 5 DN RL AT A s A

(PeeDee Belemnite) ,{H PDB L& R, H 7i & i K
JH VPDB Bl NBS-19 F1 NBS-20 M fhbr ke, F
[6) A ifEdw 2250514 0. 018%0F1 0. 043%0( 1 2) , ik
Bl 16 I | Airtrap A T3 32 4L 3% 30 A9 08 R 3L 4T
KI5 Y, X AR IAE 5 JC B 52w, R B
Airtrap ¢ $EEURHY CO,REM 2B RS | 51 ASME
J5 FR G0 SRR E R G R R0 s R 2K

-8.50%o0 — — —0.80%0
13,
-8.55%o |- °—s C — ~0.85%
—A— 50
-8.60%o |— —1-0.90%0
~8.65%o |~ —1-0.95%0
r,Q —8.70%0 [— — —1.00%o 9
o —8.75%0 - —-1.05%0
-8.80%o — — =1.10%o
—8.85%0 - — —1.15%0
-8.90%o [~ — —1.20%o
-8.95%0 — —1.25%o
-9.00%o | | | | | | | | | | ~1.30%0
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
BRI E JEL 39

2 xf16 O Airtrap BIMK & R

Fig. 2 The test result of standard gas in cylinder

3.2.2 XRBRBEK 16 GLH IR R
FUUEF SIS B oR AR B R W2 (R A 4 A S
) M RE DN AR, B e AR R AR AR
flask A i 3% 42, SR 5 AR U A4 o ik flask Ji 5
min , PR REORAE SRR AR B Rr U AR FEA 16 4
flask i, B JEobs flask #E 5L E A 16 £ A shilbFEAS
BT AT, S5 R R, 85 C S O Ry ¥I(E 43
WIS = 9. 039%0 Fl — 0. 744%0, Std. dev 43 % K

0. 028%0F1 0. 047%0( F 3) , A LA H B 5L A M A i
WA TR, X T AR R AR S flask M 16 NS
flask JH %) 32 422 A0 A AR BN 1 T 0T B0 H S Ak
B I AR MRE i 7= Az B 5 5, o b 45 SR A
A2 v AN 5 R R B2, Wl A O A BT SR U
SRR RN flask £ & 20 B 09 2o BB AT &
FOR ARG MR TG G, X R B TG 5 m, 43
Bt J v o vl 5.

~8.80%0 — —-0.50%o
-8.85%0 [— o siC —-0.55%o
~8.90%o0 [— —a— g% —-0.60%o
~8.95%o ~0.65%o
-9.00%o ~0.70%o

:Z -9.05%o ~0.75% O
-9.10%o ~0.80% °
-9.15%o ~0.85%o
—9.20%o0 — ——0.90%o
~9.25% —1-0.95%o
~9-30% { lz l% z: :'i :) I7 zlz !) 1|0 1|1 1I2 1|3 ||4 1|5 ]|6 ~100%

BRI 52 R34

3 B0 flask RSHRFMILER
Fig. 3 The test result of standard gas in flask

3.2.3  xf flask #F % AT B 20 7 7 AT 800K [
3.2.2 WO, Gl SRAERE N W3 LA R R

SAREEA 10 A flask BE G (W3-3, W3-4 -+ W3-
16) SRJEH flask FEARIE A 16 137 @ ZhFERE R 045
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H R 1.2.6.7 1112 £ RIS — i< wa
YR BARS T(T-1,T-2, -, T-12) . ST 45 R B L6
A HAR(W4) 8P C IS OBy FIE S M - 8. 518%0
Fl —4.322%0, hrifEZE 535114 0. 010%0F11 0. 027%0;10
A flask FE 5 SIIE S50 R - 8. 184%0H1 0. 318%0, brt
HEZZA3 M 0. 023%0H11 0. 056%0( ¢ 4) , BEHIRE T
G AT R R, 16 1 R i S 2 1 B 25 BB i,
ANCr il A SARTS G | R 16 437 A SR 25 D)4
b R I B R 3 TS Y, ] S [ A
TTIFHN 53 B, 43 B 45 S i ORG BE 0oE  J3 J5 AK i 2

F4 FIEBETHRER

Table 4  The test result of sequence

741 3¢ 3'%0
T-1 -8.506%0 ~4.337%0
T-2 -8.513%0 ~4.278%0
W3 -3 -8.199%0 0. 283%0
W3 -4 -8.163%0 0.355%0
W3 -5 -8.152%0 0.375%o0
T-6 ~8.534%0 -4.357%o
T-7 -8.524%0 ~4.319%0
W3 -8 -8.141%0 0. 444%o
W3 -9 -8.192%0 0.307%o
W3 -10 -8.173%0 0.362%o0
T-11 -8.514%0 ~4.330%0
T-12 -8.514%0 ~4.309%0
W3 -13 -8.152%0 0.372%o0
W3 - 14 -8.187%0 0.270%o0
W3 -15 ~8.239%0 0.176%o0
W3 -16 -8.243% 0.232%o0
S (T) -8.518%0 ~4.322%o
EHIE(W ) ~8. 184%o0 0.318%0

3.2.4 EHANEIEHEE KR CO,F 3°C MO
SRR ¥ 2010 4E 11—12 A5 EHH 1
YRR W) 25 SRR i, 7E 38 3 = JF )i €O, \CH,, \N, 0
FEWE T Z 05, AR R G 4T €O, 87 C
S"OMHr. 5 ,S1~S2 11 A 3 HAERHEX
BUER BXCR AR, S3 ~ S4 o 11 H 10 H BUM A2 BXCR
FE,S5 ~ S18 [A] FH. [A] i}, S1 ~ S10 Ay [a] — K4
JFFALIT BT 55, S11 ~ S18 M5 2 R R P b4 Ht
I RSP BT b A AR AT TAER W (W4)
0T, HR IRV 2R BARS T(WL) 4087, AT LA H, WA
T T4 R O B4R T4 A AR FRIE (W4 19
SC ARFRME N — 8. 522%0, 80N — 4. 466%0; T 1Y

S C FRFRIE N - 8.751%0,8" 0K —0.955%0) , 7l It
UL EP 356 SR A 118 RS R i A 1Y) 43 B 45 2 1) 25 (B Al
HE—2EUN B 11 H 24 HA12 H 29 H REEFREM
(8" O 43 BT 25 L 5 A1 (R 2515 3 514 0. 058%o0
F10.27%0) , BULAE i 22 1H 87 C < 0. 03%0, 80 <
0. 05%o.

R5 BEREXUBBAEMDTER

Table 5 The analysis result at the WLG station

Feih5 SFAEH I 3¢ 30
W -8.520%0 ~4.537%0
sl 2010-11-03 -8.411%0 ~0.239%0
s2 -8.381%0 ~0.281%0
S3 2010-11-10 ~6.848%0 0. 070%0
S4 -6.858%0 0. 050%0
T ~8.747%0 ~0.986%0

-8.741%0 ~0.979%0
S5 2010-11-17 -8.261%0 -0.054%0
6 -8.247%0 -0.029%0
s7 2010-11-24 ~8.342%0 0. 062%o
S8 -8.331%0 0. 004%o
S9 2010-12-01 -8.118%0 -0.002%o0
S10 ~8.084%0 ~0.032%0
w -8.507%o -4.501%0
w -8.530%0 —4.480%o0
si1 2010-12-08 ~8.369%0 -0.189%0
S12 ~8.393%0 ~0.231%0
s13 2010-12-15 ~8.394%0 -0.101%0
S14 ~8.377%o -0.113%o
T ~8.723%0 -0.938%0
T -8.722%o -0.954%0
s15 2010-12-22 ~8.400%o 0.071%o0
S16 ~8.405%o 0. 084%o
s17 2010-12-29 ~8.461%o -0.322%o
S18 ~8.437%o -0.052%o
w ~8.546%o ~4.502%o

4 iFi8 (Discussion)

X DA 45 3t SRS [ 2 A =X 5 & 0
AT, % CHPRPRME BT (2518 <0.03%o) , i 7E
D 2 A 3 v, 8" OfE 5 A AR 1EL i A7 76 5 K
22 (MK 2 H4 0. 061%0, Mk 3 H AR S5 HEM R
I3 51H 0. 144%0F11 0. 119%0) , {H7EXT KL HL AR i Y
ST as B AR R G XS C RIS 04 M I ET M T
B R 2 KA Hrd FE b TAESS CS™ Oy
YIESY 9N = 8. 526%0F — 4. 505%0, 5 FRFRE 1Y I
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34 0. 004%0H1 0. 039%0 , HFR S 5HRFRAE 1Y
Z03 M 0. 018%0H1 0. 009%o. FI HE J5 K2 7ERE S 43
Prad B, KR IS W BEUR G T Airtrap  $EFR
F BT URAE O & SRR CO, Hh i 4™ A 4318
(Trolier et al. , 1996 ; Ghosh et al. ,2005). Ti7EFLHE
SRR AT Z A, X IR T T8 h ARt
15 S AR LA A 3 I TR R AR A A T AT HEA T K
R SR, (i R Ge /KRS =5 58T 200 mV, &
EFRACHERE B o BT 28 58 B 18 K 306 40 BT 45 SR
BRI ] 5 ) AsF B L DGR Sl O SRR RRE IR R 11 & 12 A
BT IZ L DS T4, 2 SRR P KR
NG, /N T /K VRS R s, PRk, 8'° 0 43 #r
S5 SRS B R B XA BT L Ry LR TR
i, IR S T I M DX sV 2T SR AR I, B 2
XS SRR ATV BEBR K. B8 OB A7 16 f 22 119
TN RHATRERA RGN CO,Z Ak Tl
PR 2% 100 B, o SRR A (W) 6 3R LL (A X 43¢
T, SRFIRR 1 SE PR g 22 B 0 K. PR 138 F
K BATHI 4l CO, B R RIS KA CO, Tk
ARRE R R BN CO,Z A (Ghosh et al. |
2005 ) , T [ P9 i AN LA B 2

5  Z5i&(Conclusions)

AHIFGE 8 18 75 ] MAT253 Fa e [ 25 L i
%, Airtrap FRCTITHRAE AR AR S AN T 16 A
SEFERRAE R, JE L T AR T AL H 3 T AR R KRR
CO, 18" CHIS" O Wy MAa s [F & L % 7 At &
g5, il e i, 51 16 ArgheE O sy
KEIALE TG Y, % F5 R 5 JC I B0 ;16 1Y
Y4 id 7 o TG A 558 S5 G, A XA R B i A T
G435 Airtrap ¥4 5 H2 IOR e H BUSCR B, $2 1K
) CO, AT R XA RSP C IS 043 B 2
SR X B bR B B AS [) 0 < & o R R 6 IR
W, AR 2R 0 HLA BT AR e MR B, 87 C RIS 0
BB BE 43 91 R 0. 03%0F1 0. 06%0, H T WMO/
GAW HEF A 1T 0. 09%0 1 0. 15%0 14 5t 1 H bx
AEWH AR KR CO, i SRR e R 2 s 43 i
sl IR HT A R 2= WMO —ZbrifE. AR
SRS B RA IR B FE SRR E R 2R LA B
RAFFEIT HT A I, LA iR R B 3R [ K< Co, R
e SRR [l o7 2 1 X IR AR AR B RTIE Ke oh Heoe
SN 5 3 FNAH G0 1T I B AH S B 5T 3R 43 2 % FUR
0, A PR ST AR AE AL I SRR R & T R

GEBLE LA
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XAR BRI ZERE ST BHF LR L k2
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