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Literary Theory in the Era of Pan-literature

XU Liang
Department of Chinese Language and Literature  Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract The decline of fiction and poetry and the shift in literature from the traditional form into mass media
indicate the arrival of pan — literature. The impact of globalization and exposure of metalanguage of literature
are the main causes of these changes. Pan-literature has posed a challenge to the literary theory of China.
Modifications are to be made in three aspects 1/replacing stylistic variety with literary discourse 2/replacing
the principle of system with investigative and tolerative principles 3/replacing the metaphysical way with cul-
tural study and discourse analysis.
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