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“Euthanasia” Inscapes and Ethical Conflicts

as a medical interference in human’s life in the medical field

LIN Gui-zhen, CHEN Ying
( Center for Applied Ethics, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract;: Euthanasia, especially euthanasia connected with the law, has been a public concern in Eu-
rope and North America and other developed countries since 1960”s. And it had remained a great con-
troversial issue in the Mainland of China in the 1980"s awing to the Euthanasia Case of Hanzhong, in
Shaanxi Province, Now, the phenomena or the problems of euthanasia are often discussed or reported
in the media in China such as newspapers, magazines, internet, radio, TV and so on. In the broad
sense, euthanasia means “to die serenely and painlessly” or “sercne and painless dying technology”. In
other words, it means “a gentle and painless death for a person” or “bringing about of a gentle and
painless death to a person”. In most countries and regions, it is against the law for doctors or others to
practice euthanasia. And strictly speaking, in our opinion, euthanasia which should be recognized by
the law of a nation is carrying death into execution or dying process that happens in the medical field
and assisted by medical staff because patients demand it and promise to bear it. The aim is to painlessly
relieve their pains and the precondition is the feasibility in technology and operation. The death under-
taker and enforcer and concrete dying operation procedures should all meet corresponding regulations.
Euthanasia causes comprehensive social attention and controversies. Besides being difficult and risky in
its concrete implementation, it is inevitably involved in various, complex ethical relations, and is en-
gaged in values conflicts of universal mankind moraliry.

Key words: death; gentle and painless; euthanasia; inscapes; undertaker, enforcer, operation proce-

dures; moral conflicts



