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Several Problems about Chihou Station and Bai
Station in the Southern Song Dynasty

CAO Jia-qi
Institute of Ancient Books Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028 China

Abstract Regarding the originating of the Bai station in the Sothern Song Dynasty there are various historical

records and different arguments in the academic community. However wide varieties of historical materials



show that it is the year 1134 when the Bai station was started. Both the Chihou station and the Bai station un-
derwent some change after their establishment. The Chihou stations became a permanent setup from a provi-
sional one with soldiers replacing gongshou archers and baojia self-defenders . In its early stages the Bai
station was under the charge of the Privy Council and in the care of local military commissioners and adminis-
trators and later its management was taken over by the Three Ya' s Three Commands and armies on the
frontline. There were differences in the establishments and functions of the Chihou station Bai station and
Sheng station. The poor management gave rise to constant trouble in the transmission of official dispatches. In
addition the newly established Chihou stations and Bai stations under the Southern Song Dynasty led to the
partial decline of the Sheng station system which actually did damage to the good order of post institution es-
tablished in the Northern Song Dynasty.
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