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The Surpassing of the Traditional Character of
Contemporary German Women

SHAO Si-chan
Department of Asian and European Languages and literature

Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract Gaby Hauptmann a famous female novelist of contemporary Germany produced three female
novels — Suche impotenten Mann fiirs Leben 1995  Nur ein toter Mann ist ein guter Mann 1996 and
Die Liige im Bett 1997 — which reached a high level in both thought and artistic achievement. With
sex conflict as the center of the novels the author created a series of new strong-willed German female
characters who were“ looking for harmonious sex relations” and seeking self-actualization through
Freudian psychoanalysis and indirect description. According to the theory of Freudian psychoanalysis id
is the first one of the three divisions of the psyche that is completely unconscious and is the source of
psychic energy derived from instinctual needs and drives. Ego is the second one of the three divisions of
the psyche that serves as the organized conscious mediator between the person and reality especially by
functioning both in the perception of and adaptation to reality. And superego is the third one of the three
divisions that is only partly conscious it represents internalization of parental conscience and the rules of
society and functions to reward and punish through a system of moral attitudes conscience and a sense
of guilt. Through these divisions Gaby Hauptmann created vivid Nina of strong character through whom
he praised humanitarian thought and criticized the society. That opened up a new horizon for the writing
of female novels. Humanitarian thought has been a fine tradition of German literature since the 18th
century. Readers in unified Germany may find from the novels German people pursuing a humanitarian
ideal and the exposure and criticism of the essential exploitation aspect of capitalist society by the younger
generation. The character of the Strong is basically the one of German nationality. It was this character
that led to the Second World War under the fascist despotism which made Germany the enemy of the
whole world. Tt was this character that worked' economic wonder” during the peaceful construction in the
1950 s after the end of the fascist rule. And it was this character that brought about the unification of two
Germanies within one year after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Therefore the three strong characters of
Nina Carmen and Ursula portrayed by her responded to the esthetic psychology of the general German
public. Her female novels became one of the most outstanding phenomena after the unification of
Germany as a result. Absurd as the theme of the novels is it actually contains some truth. It is a new
idea and a new approach of contemporary literature which will render an advertising appeal . It will give
readers a surprise and cause a sensation. The author doesn’ t mean to damn all men at all. Instead she
wants to tell that besides living space women also need developing space as men do.” Women striving for
development’ is the theme of the three novels. With the new interpretation of German women the
successful creation of characters by Gaby Hauptmann demonstrates the wonderful episodes of their life and
the surpassing of their traditional character.
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