33 1 Vol.33 No.1
2003 1 Journal of Zhejiang University Humanities and Social Sciences Jan. 2003
417500
@
261
K21 K928.5 1008 — 942X 2003 01 — 0047 - 09
316
1 p.32 “ ?
2002 - 07 - 08
1940 -
®

10 12



48 33
] “ "
« D "5 »
12
3
12 x 2016+ 1800+3 =31392
31392+ 3x40 =261
261
261 261
b ” 2 b ”
10 10
10 10
10
10 12
12
3 p.37
10
261 10 10
10 12 10
10 12 10 10
50 10
10 50 260
5 5 5



49

1
5
260
30 © 60
6 30 1
1
31—36 37—42 43—48 49—54 55—60
20 18 16 12 6
20 18 16 12 6
1—6 1—12 1—18 3—24 9—30

18 30 22 +6 15 +13 7 +21
18 30 22 +5 14 +8 7 +9
2 1
4 2

15—30 21—30 27—30
18 11 5
8 3
70+ 38 50+ 63 48 + 44 45+ 29 42+ 14
“* ” 3 1—36
20 10
55—60
15 6
21 49—54 1
3—24 23
® “ ” “ ”
1989 !

1994

453



50 33
55—60
31—36 37—42 43—48 49—54 55—60
20 18 16 12 6
20 18 16 12 6
1—6 1—12 1—18 3—24 9—30

18 30 22 +5 14 +8 7 49

2 1

4 2

15—30 21—30 27—30
8 3
55—60 49—
54 43—A48 37—42 31—36
23 15
6 21
30 51
113 ” 3 p . 35,
6 21
4
55—60
21 21 9—30
30—25
25—30
21 30—35



51

31—36 3
3 31—36
31—36 37—42 43—48 49—54 55—60
21 18 16 12 6
21 18 16 12 6
1—6 1—12 1—18 3—24 9—30
18 30 2 +5 14 +8 7 +9
2 1
4 2
15—30 21—30 27—30
8 3
2 3 5 260
1 5 5
260

20



52

33

20—40

20—30

20

28 22

1988

15

23

20

20

30

30

12

28

1989

20

24
16

166 — 179



53

1995.

20

1990.
1965.

1 400



54 33

Uniformity of the Five Group Marriage Families in the Ba Clan with the
Five Clusters of Houses in the Relics of the Jiangzhai Settlement

Z0U Jia-xing
The Sixth High School of Lengshuijiang City ~Hunan 417500

Abstract The year 316 BC saw the annexation of the Ba State by the Qin State which imposed tax on
the Ba people. The tax for the head of the Ba clan was koufu 2 016 gian each year and yifu 1 800 gian
once three years. Supposing that per person koufu of Ba in the Han Dynasty is equal to the average tax of
each person twice imposed by the Qin it is easy to calculate the estimated number of taxpayers of the Ba
clan which is 261. Historically this is the first time we calculate that number. King Qin Zhaoxiang
formulated the law to reduce the tax of the Ba Clan. According to the law the tax of the clan should be
reduced if a family had no more than 10 wives. We thus learn that there was a kind of family that had far
more 10 wives at that time. It would be best to explain this kind of family is a group marriage family. It
can be estimated that the number of such families in one 261 taxpayers’ clan is about 5. Based on the
framework of this proportion the author compiled a table to reflect the situation of the people in a clan.
A man got married at age 30 years old. When he reached 60 his child born in the year of his marriage
was 30  which meant the year for marriage. So 30 years is the circle period for calculation of the
population of the group family in the table from which it can be seen that the married men are the center
of the clan and 1 family is formed every 6 years. When a clan containing 261 taxpayers first formed
families each family would have 20 couples. The men of the new family came from no less than 4
families of the clan and their children should be distributed to the 4 families. This is the formation of the
5 families in the clan. Here we can see an operational mechanism which could overcome the
contradiction between the group marriage and the women’ s long child-bearing age. Based on the
contradiction Friedrich Engels conjectured that the group marriage units should be dismissed for
reconstruction once for 3 or 4 generations because the age differences made them unable to live in the
same family group. The reconstruction of the group family once 6 years could solve this contradiction
properly. This mechanism would primarily prevent the formation of the monogamous family in the inner
clan.

The discovery of the 5 clusters of houses in the relics of the Jiangzhai settlement in Shaanxi Province
is a positive answer to the author’ s conjecture. Each of the 5 clusters has 20 small houses 1 big house
and 1 middle house the 5 clusters surrounded a central square which formed a special arrangement.
The 20 couples of the 5 group families could just be distributed into the 20 houses when the families came
into being. Each couple lived in a small house which means that they lived a pairing life. When their
children were old enough they would be arranged to live in the big or middle house. When boys were 30

and girls were 23 they would get married and leave their original residences to form a new colony. Such
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an operational mechanism in the inner clan is proved by the 20 small houses of each cluster in the relics
of Jiangzhai because there are more or less couples in different times due to the uneven development in
natural conditions .

The social organizational structure of the Ba clan is identical to that of the Jiangzhai settlement. Such
a structure was just intermediate form that Engels was seeking in his® The Origin of Family Private
Ownership and Nation” by which the group marriage was transmitted to monogamy family .

Key words the Ba clan group marriage family intermediate form the relics of the Jiangzhai settlement
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