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(RERIE Y]
The Role of Trust in the Evolution from Ape to Man

WANG Ding-ding
( Shool of Economics, Zhejiang University, Zhejiang , Hangzhou , 310027, China)

Abstract: The fundamental reason for the homo sapiens to develop a comparative advantage in the
evolutionary competition and finally to establish our modern society, according to the latest
anthropological and archaeological findings, is an early introduction of trust-based social order into the
groups of bipedal apes. The study suggests that among the first ancestors in the plateaus of east Africa,
the communicative efficiency of four-foot-ape socicety around 3.5 million years ago was extremely low,
while the communicative ability of bi-pedals was much greater and a more harmonious and ever
expanding social life was maintained. The latest discovery suggests thar efficient communication among
bipedal groups, much more important than any technical invention in stone artifacts, was mainly based
ona kind of round slices made of eggshells about 40, 000 years ago as gifts in social interaction to
guarantee the cooperation among different groups. These gift-connected groups were thus able to
maintain a higher level of mutual trust and much larger scope of activity o cope with their uncertain
environment than those groups without the round-shape egg-shells. At the same time, with the
fundamental changes in the social and cultural relationships, the brain volume of bipedal apes increased
eventually from 500 cubic mm to above 1,400 cubic mm. This {finally equipped our ape-ancestors with

symbolic abilities, which in turn greatly enhanced communicative cfficiency. The sequence of the
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human society evolution secems to be the improvement of efficiency in social communication, the
manufacture of single-blade stone axe, the development of “hands”, the enlargement of social
cooperation, the increase of cerebral capacity, and the two-feet-apes going out of Africa.

Key words: communicative activity; gift; trust; language; brain volume; symbolic capacity; coopera-
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