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Su Shi’s Tao Yuanming Complex Under
the Northern Song Political Conflicts

DING Xiao, SHEN Song-gin
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhejiang University,
Hangzhou , 310028, China)

Abstract: No spiritual and idealistic heritage can influence the following gencrations automatically until i
certain “accelerator” appears and pushes the following generations of scholars 1o trace back to the
remote memories. This kind of recollection is not a simple echo but & result of current atmosphere and
certainty has been feathered with characters of the totally different time. Three intense conflicts among
the Northern Song Dynasty political parties, the Wutai Poem Event, the Yangzhou Poem Fvent and
then the large-scale oppression in the Shaosheng Period pushed Su Shi out of the center of politics and

power. It destroyed Su’ s original 1 nfucian scholar who always
believed in “making verses to give tl e nation”. This extroverted
official, scholar and talented poet w the three intense conflicts
recalled and deepencd Su’s memory 1 poct living in the late Jin
Dynasty, who chose 1o live like a rec was 100 dark and horrible.
On the one hand, by rewriting poem: ing Tao’s peaceful and plain

style, a strong Tao Yuanming complex took root in Su’s heart. On the other hand, with the impact
from his contemporary scholars and his cultural backgrounds, this historic figure was inevitahly re-
expressed and reconstructed by Su. Combining the shell of Tac's poems with his own feelings and
thought during his political ups-and-downs in the fierce [actionalistn, Su established his own
philosophical eonstruction, and in this series of poems, he gradually evolved and expressed his theory
about “directly facing the reality” and “getting free {rom the rein of the ourer-world”, with which Su
managed 1o surpass his terrible mood in exile and maintain a peacelul mind successfully.

Key words: conflicts; historical re-collections; restruciure




