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Business Activities and Consequences of the Japanese Far Eastern Jesuits

QI Yin-ping
( The Center of Cross-culture Studies , Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China )

Ahstract: Profitable business activities have rarely been touched upon in the study of Jesuits. But there
have heen no more pure cultural and religious exchanges than pure culture or religion. This problem
needs due attention tn the research into the eastward transmission of the Catholic Church.

On November 5, 1549, Francisco Xavier wrote to Governor of Malacca in the third month after
he arrived in Japan, proposing the position of a business office and a list of appropriate goods to be
managed by missionaries. On July 22, 1552, he proposed a similar business office in China on his way
to China {or the benefit of the King of Portugal and sent the letter in care of a Portuguese merchani.

Missionary concern over worldly affairs is related to religious traditions, national inierest and mis-
sipnary strategy, but the most direct and important reasoning was the need of subsistence. Xavier s fi-

nancial resource in Japan was the superior pepper offered by officials of Malacca. But with increased
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nussionaries and expanded activities, the expenses soared, rising from 2 (000 to 10 000 humctuzado in
1570 - 80.

Theoretically, the financial resources of the [esuits were divided into 3 parts; annuity from the
King of Portugal, that {rom the Pope and income from the little realty bought for the local mission.
However, the annuity was often absent due to different interests and the lacal income often scarce.
Thercfore, the only option was to get involved in business transactions.

The business activities of Far Eastern Jesuits date back as early as 1571, and the earliest one to
practice this might be Francisco Cabral, who was in charge of Japan and China congregations. He be-
gan criminal commercial activities between China and Japan™, with the money donated by a Jesuit.
During Alessandro Valignano’s first Far East inspection in 1579 — 82, this was institutionalized. e
signed a contract with Macao Authorities stipulating the share of sitk at 2 500 kilos for the Church on
the annual liner to Japan and appointed business agents in Japan and Macao in charge o material stor-
age, Tlow, sales and fund allocation.

Forces both within and without the church were against the move, and their monastery in Macao
was called an “exchange”. Many people were worried about missionary merchants. There were decrees
from the Pope, the Head of Jesuits and the King of Portugal against this. This dispute was complicat-
cd by contradictions between congregations. The business activities were scverely attacked. However,
the need for survival prevailed, and these controversial activities obtained sustained development.

These activities played an important role in the formation of the maritime Silk Road and a new Far
East trade system as well as the fashion and strategy of missionary work.

Key words: Japan; Jesuits; business activities
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