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The Map of the World by Matteo Ricci in Japan

JIANG Jing
Institute of Japanese Culture Studies Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028 China

Abstract During the period when Matteo Ricci was in China he drew several maps of the world. Of these
maps there are only 5 original versions in the world 3 of which are currently in the collection of Miyagi
Prefectural Library Kyoto University and National Archives of Japan respectively and whose origin and
present state of affairs are rarely known to the Chinese.

These maps were introduced into Japan by missionaries Chinese businessmen and scholars in the early
Edo Period before Catholicism was forbidden and in 1720 that foreign books were officially allowed again to
enter Japan and gained much popularity there. On the one hand they were extensively cited and reproduced
in the literature of the Edo Period. According to Japanese statistics of all works of the Period there were 30-
odd books which made use or mention of the map of the world by Matteo Ricci and another 25 books whose
maps of the world were produced by referring to Matteo Ricci’ s map and there are 21 reproductions of the said
map available at present. On the other hand there have appeared many variations based on the original
version which belong to the Matteo Ricci system of the map of the world. The system characterized the 17th
and 18th centuries in the Japanese history of drawing the map of the world.

The viewpoints that the earth is round” and' there are five continents in the world” which Matteo Ricci
advocated in the map of the world were in conflict with the traditional Japanese world outlook and met with the
objection from the conventional forces led by the Japanese Buddhists while welcomed by enlightened
personages .

The map of the world is not merely a kind of map but also a geographical book which includes almost all
the main geographical names concepts and theories in the West at that time. Its introduction into Japan was of
great significance to the Japanese histories of ideology and geography. It helped the Japanese establish a
modern positivistic outlook on world. It also brought with itself a lot of brand-new geographical theories and
world knowledge to Japan which played an essential role in developing Japanese geography and improving the
ability of the Japanese to know the world.

The Matteo Ricci’ s map of the world have remained popular in Japan whereas it is quite opposite in
China which results from the extent of openness of the two countries in terms of cognitive tradition and cultural
tradition.
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