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Historical Causes of the Complementary Effects of Confucianism and Taocism

SUN Min-giang
Department of Chinese Language and Literature  Zhejiang university ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract The formation of the complementary situation of Confucianism and Taoism was contingent both on
the contradictory unity of natural and social structure of human nature and on the intrinsic necessity of the
development of the doctrines. People desire both freedom and passion a free rein will release and realize an
individual’ s strong will but a man can only exist in the society. The disparity between individuals leading to
clashes between wills and desires calls for social laws and moral disciplines to mediate contradiction and
uphold social order and civilization. In essence Laozi and Zhuangzi are poetic while Confucius and Mencius
realistic. Laozi advocates a return to primitive simplicity where there is no knowledge or desire. He hails the
realm of ” new-born babies” . Zhuangzi respects ego and the mental personality of nature essence and
freedom. Confucianism envisions the perfect rule of law and order restraining and orientating human behavior
by rites poetry and music. The ideal of rational government of everything under heaven via benevolence lies in
the restored social order with regulated mind. Confucianism focuses on the social being and progress of human
civilization while Laozi and Zhuangzi are concerned about the harmony free being and naturalness of human
life and mind. This wide difference between the two schools led to the complementary opposition of
Confucianism and Taoism. On the other hand by creating the myths of sages classics and poetry Confucians
transformed the awe of language and classics into a general national cultural mentality while forming a sacred
alliance with monarchy. However when later Confucians consecrated the classics of the sages human beings

and human thinking were eclipsed. In mystify and idolizing classics and poetry language as a tool of thinking
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became mountains enslaving humans. Thus the tool becomes a terrible entity making an instrument of humans
and solidifying the thought. It is reasonable to say that Confucianism puts a thick robe on poetry language and
otherwise frees thought turning poetry and language as the home of thinking and emotions into a dungeon.
Among the hundred schools of thought only Taoism ever seriously challenged the status of Confucianism by
thoroughly denying language classics and monarchy. Confucians strove for a permanent hegemony of
discourse which came side by side with the Taoists’ efforts to deconstruct or challenge their status. Their
interaction profoundly influenced the mentality of scholars and the national culture.
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