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An Analysis of theM odality Systen n the Constitution of the United States
Shi Guang XinBin
(Nanjing Nomal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Thispaper analyzes the systan of modality in the Constitution of the United States, applying the theories of modality in sys
temic-functional granmar and theoriesof legislative language in forensic linguistics W e found that there are only wo typesof mo-
dal expressions enployed in the Constitution: modal operators and adjectival predicator, while other types of modal expressions
uch asmodal adjuncts, naninalization and metgphors of modality are aimost tally absent The expressions of modality that are
present help the Constitution to clarify rights and duties and realize the functionsof regulation, pemission, authorization and pro-
hibition
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: (1) .
; (2)
( 2005: 74 - 75) (may, can, must, <hall, will,
ocould, might, should, would, need, dare, ought
, , to, used o) ,
( 2002: 10)
2 2 32
21 (Modal Adjuncts)
Halliday ,
: (polarity) (mo-  “ " (mood ad-
dality) , juncts) (camment adjuncts)
“ - “ ” (Halliday 1994: 82 - 83, Thamp=n 1996: 54 -
55)
Fowler , )
“ oo " ( 2002: 9) s
, Halliday )
(modalization) (modular “ 7,

tion) (Halliday 1994: 89)
(possibly, probably, cer-

tainly ) ( smetimes, usually, aways )

(allowved, supposed, required ) (willing,
keen, detemined )
22

Halliday “ " (orientation) (Halliday
1994: 357)
(value) ,
, Halliday
, must, ought O, need,
have 0, is ;will,would, shall, should
; may, might, can, could (Halli-
day 1994: 362)
23

(finite modal operator)
(Modal Adjunct)
cator) ,
2 31

(adjectival predi-

56

2 33
, (metaphorized
modality) ,
, I think
probably , | believe almost certainly

(mental process)
, | think he’ scoming to the party.
2 34

“ " (expansion of the predicator) (
be supposed to, be obliged to, be anxious to) ,

(  there’ sapossbility that .. there’ s
acertainty that . . )

( inmy opinion, © my mind, in all proba-
bility, o some degree, to sIMme extent)
( 2002 : 10 - 12)
(modal re-

gonsibility) ,

, be supposed ©
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inmy opinion, © My mind

, , in all probabil-
ity, O some extent
( 2005: 53)
3
( 2000: 100)
( 2002: 19 - 24)
4
1787 9 17 13
7 (A rticles) 27
(Amendments) , 8000
( 1)
4 1
shall, 300 ; may 43
will 2 ;would 2 ; should 1 Halli-
day , shall, should, will, would
, may (Halliday 1994:
362)

4. 11 <hall
shall
shall (1) shall do:
The House of Representatives shall chuse their Soeak-
er and other officers and shall have the ©le Power of
mpeachment ,
shall, ,

(2) <hall not do:
The President . . shall not receive within that Period
any other Emolument fran the United States, or any
of them , , shall

not

(3) <hall be done All legidative Povers
herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the U-
nited States. . , shall be
vested (4)
shall not be done: The Judges.. <hall ..
their Services a Campensation, which shall not be

receive for

diminished during their Continuance in Office
, shall not be diminished

, (5) m..
dhall .. : No Tax orDuty shall be laid on A rticles ex-
ported fram any State ,

, na..
chall .. (6) m.. dall.. nor shall .. :

N o preference shall be given... to the Ports of one
State over those of another; nor shall V es=ls bound
o, or fram one State, be obliged o enter, clear, or

pay Duties in another

na.. dall.. na.. sall.. nor
dhall ..
) , shall
shall ,
na.. shall ..
na.. shall .. nor shall .. ,
, 9 na.. sall.. (nor gall). ..
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( 1997: 47)
4. 12 will,would, should
will, would,
should will ,
faithfully execute the office of President of the United

I will

States, and will o the best of my ability, preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution of the United
States
will would
: (1) The tems of the President and V ice
President shall end . .
if this article had not been ratified . .

such temswould have ended

, , would
, (2) A number
of electors of President and Vice President... ©
which the District would be entitled if it were a
State . . ,

would , would

, should
But if there should ranain tvo or more who have e-
qual Votes, the Senate shall chuse fron them by
Ballot the V ice President

should ,
would ,
( )
, would, should
would should, shall
4 13 may
, may, may
43 may
(1)May do: ... but the Congress may at

any time by L av make or alter such Regulations, ex-
cept as o the Placesof chusing Senators

may )
58

) (2)M ay be done
Newn Statesmay be admitted by the Congress ino this
Union; but no nev State shall be fomed or erected

within the Juridiction of any other State

may,
shall, no... chall..
, may shall
The Congress shall have powver o |
shall 300 9 P &
and collect taxes. .
Each House may detemine the rules|
may 43 ) )
of its Proceedings. .
" N will faithfully execute the office of
wi
President of the United States. .
. s2uch tems would have ended if
would 2 . . .
this article had not been ratified . .
But if there should ramain tvo ormore
Should 1
who have egual wotes. .
be 3 The trangortation or mportation into
prohibited any State . . is hereby prohibited
be 3| no religious test shall ever be re-
required quired as a qualification . .
be
. 1| ... nor excessive fines mposd . .
imposd
be R nor cruel and unusual punish-
inflicted ments inflicted . .
be Al the President is unable to dis
unable charge the powvers and duties. .
1
4 2 ( )

, be prohibited,
be required, be mposed, be inflicted
(Halliday 1994: 89) (1) be
prohibited: The trangortation or importation into
any State, Territory .. for delivery or use therein of
intoxicating liquors, in violation of the lavs thereof,
is hereby prohibited
, be prohibited
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(2) be required to: ... if Congress , (power)
is not in session, within twenty-one days after Con- (right) , (obedience)
gress is required to assanble . . (duty) ,
, is required (Thomas et al 2004: 10)
{'e) (3) be mposd, be ,
inflicted: Excessive bail shall not be required, nor , shall may
excessive fines mposed, nor cruel and unusual pun- , ( )
igments inflicted (nor)... be imposd, , ( )
(nor). . . be inflicted ( ) : (
, , ( )
)
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must, : shall Education L mited, 2001
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, [M]. London: Edwvard A mold, 1994
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