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Catchwords in NewsH eadlines: A M em etic P erspective
Yang Jie
(Gangdng Business Sudy Un wersity Guangzhou 51032Q Ch na)

Most stud es concem ing catchwords n news head Ines are done n tems ofthetoricw ihau t touching upon causes of his lin2
gustic phenamenon The present study delves nto the prob km by emp byngmanetics wh ch originally dealsw ith cultural evoli2
tion and transm 8sion It regards catchwords as a type of strongmanes which succeed n canpetitions wih other smihrmanes
and possess the characteristics of being smple populay or anthoritative News headlnes are bund led with catchwords © fom
maneplexes so as to make theanselvesmore contagious increase their attracton and acceptability As a resulf they are more
lkely to enter and stay in the hunan bran and thus get thanselves rep licated and propagated The present study alsomakes sug2
gestons as to how to sekct catchwords Hrnews headlnes

K ey words news headlines catchword meng strongmeme
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