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A Comparative Study on thel exicalization Patter ns of

Path Concept n Chnes and English
Hung Yue-hua Li Ying-hong
(Hunan Nomal U niversity, Changsha 410081, Ching;
Central South University of Forest and Technology, Changsha 410081, China)
Path is the direction or the route of amoving object and it isone of themost mportant concepts constituting amotion event
The present pgoer intends 1 investigate how path concept is expressed in Chinese and English by analyzing its lexicalization pat-
tern in these o languages Further analysisof the lexicalization pattern for different Chinese path-verbs can account for the dif-
ferent samantic and granmatical characteristics of the -called directional verbs
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(motion- event) ,

tion + Ground + Path]: | boxed the goples The wine was

(figure) ( ground) bottled near the vineyard : (1) [Motion + M anner/
(path) (motion) 4 (man- Cause]: ; (2) [Motion + Path]:
ner) (cause) (co-event) ;
“ ” (3) [Motion + Path +M anner]: :
(motion verb) (4) [Motion + Path + Ground]:
(inflection) , (5) [Motion + Figure + Path]: :
Tamy ,
) 2
, Tamy (' incorpo- , Taimy
ration) (' conflation)
(1) [Motion + M anner/Cause]
run, walk, jump, “UY EKING Tamy [Motion + Manner]
, kick, blow,* "% 7 ,
, (manner verb) ,
" (manner language) “ " ( satellite- ,
franed language) , “ "
( : :
) ( ) :
, (2) [Motion + Path] “ v v "
' ,  enter, fall, sink
cross ‘"¢ ", Tamy , “ "
(path verb) , ooome e e e e e
" (path language) “ " (verb-franed lan- cane, @, enter, exit, accend, de-
guage) , scend, cross, pass, circle, advance, proceed, gpp oach
(3) [Motion + Figure] ,
, . Pit, rain, , [ + ]
o “ " (figure
language) ( 2000: 153 - 157)
Tamy , “ ",
[ + ] 3
, Taimy , L evin(2003) , , “ n n " n n "
( :1987) , “ n n n n "

: «C ) :
: (1) [Motion + Manner/Cause]: It flev up; He ran , Tamy

through (2) [Motion + Path]: He entered a big housgy He

passed mewithout aword (3) [Motion + Path +M anner]:

The actress fell fram the horsg; He can climb high (4) [Mo-

tion + Path + Ground]: The boat sank; (5) [Motion + Figure
+Path]: It is rude to ite in public; It is raining (6) [Mo-
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