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Neuroaesthetics: Exploring Aesthetics and the Brain

HUANG Zi-Lan; ZHANG Wei-Dong
(School of Psychology and Cognitive Science, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Neuroaesthetics adopts the technology of neuroscience to explore the mechanisms of aesthetic
experience. This paper describes the psychological principles and neural underpinnings of aesthetic
experience in terms of cognitive processing. Previous research findings show that the functional brain areas
related to aesthetic processing involve sensation, perception, motion, emotion and rewarding systems, and
that the three main topics of neuroaethetics are truth-beauty, disembodied-embodied cognition and
cognition-emotion. Moreover, future researches in neuroaesthetics should investigate the time course and
dynamic properties of aesthetic experience, as well as the general principles of neuroaesthetics from the

cross-artistic and cross-cultural perspectives.
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