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On the Relation between Thought and L anguage, the Duality of L anguage,

the Canpar ison between D ifference and D if-ference, and the Creativity of L anguage
— A Dialogue betveen Heidegger and Sausaure
Ye Qi-chang
(Beijing Jiaotong U niversity, Beijing 100044, China)

The paper highlights the following different and smilar apects betveen Sauswure’ s and Heidegger' s conceptions of lan-
guage In temsof the relation of thought and language the disagreement betveen Saussure and Heidegger gppears only in their
pergpectives Upon the duality of language, they possess the parallel classifications and Heidegger' s conception of language origi-
nated fram The Hamann-Herder-Humbodt tradition In contrast o Heidegger' s conception of dif-ference, Saussure’ s systam of
difference lacks the unity of both the division of one sign into the signifier and signified and the combination of the tvo into one
Sausaure fails in accounting for the priority of the asciative relation over the syntagnatic onewhile Heidegger enphasizes’ poet-
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ic dwvelling”. The above differences lead o the fundamental ggp betveen Saussure and Heidegger conceming the question whether

the study of language is o provide the knowledge about language or o dwell in the house of Being The paper alo marksout the
necessary reflections brought about by this dialogue
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