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Social Semiotic Motivation of Multimodal Discourse Analysis
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This paper attempts to explore the semiotic motivation of multimodal discourse analysis . Through the analysis of social semi-
otic theory proposed by Halliday and Kress the paper points out that multimodal discourse analysis signifies the development of
social semiotics based on language study into the other semiosis and social semiotics is neither the pure theory of semiotics nor
the self-contained theoretical system it is derived from social practices designed for and developed through solving social pro—
blems.
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