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On the Road to Eden
— The Thematic Probe of the Female Images in John Steinbeck’ s Novels
Cai Qing Zhang Hong-wei
( Beihang University Beijing 100083 China)

John Steinbeck the prestigious American novelist who is widely acknowledged by his admirable mastery of different themes
and characters portrayal in various works composes his short stories and novels with the chief reference to Holy Bible. But since
most of the previous analysis and exploration of his works mainly focused on the similarity of plots design with the Holy Bible and
the male figures in his novels the significance and critical role of the female characters played in his expression of any specially
designed themes need more elaborate probe necessarily. Through the portrayal of several female characters like Cathy in East of
Eden Ma in Grapes of Wrath Elisa Allan in the Chrysanthemums it could be concluded that Steinbeck embodies the theme of
fraternity in his portrayal of these distinguished female characters in the context of his creative narrative and careful characters de—
sign.

Key words: transcendence; Garden of Eden; female characters; theme of fraternity

( N () 1952 ¢
“ » << . >>
. ( Cathy Ames) .
¢
20 30 o

129



2010 6
( Adam)
(G
2 : bi
( Mrs. ( M () 1939

Trask) . ( Alice Trask) ( Liza

Hamilton)

20 30
{ )
§ e (
“ 7 » ( Joad) ( Cathy)

130

( Jesus Christ)
§ »

(G



2010

(

1938 ¢

¢
. )
12009 11 -02

 (

)

Cornelius  W. B. Nature Writing as Experience: Pragmatist
Literary Ecology and Twentieth Century American Nature
Writing M . Columbus: The College of Arts and Sci—
ence of Ohio University Press 2001.

Daniel Worden. Like a Man: The Production of Masculinity
in Modern American Fiction M . New York: D. S.
Brewer 2006.

Raymond M. S. Social Criticism in the Fiction of John
Steinbeck M . Arizona: Arizona State University
Press 1981.

Steinbeck J. The Forgotten Village M . New York: Viking
P 1941.

Steinbeck J. The Grapes of Wrath M . New York: Pen—
guin  1999.

Steinbeck J. Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech A . America
and Americans and Selected Nonfiction C . Benson
New York: Penguin 2003.

Tyson L. Critical Theory Today: A User-Friendly Guide

M . New York & London: Garland Publishing Inc.
1999.

131



