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Mental Schema of Mixed Metaphor
Wang Lii
( Harbin Engineering University Harbin 150001 China)

As one indispensable part of thought and language expression mixed metaphors are widely applied in different discourses.
After defining the concept of mixed metaphors this paper illustrates their characteristics in terms of structure semantics and con—
ceptual mapping. This paper based on blended space theory also analyzes the blended mental space network of one mixed meta—
phor in a sentence from the report of The Sun. In this way it reveals the cognitive characteristics and constructs the mental sche—
ma of mixed metaphors.
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3.1

@ The Europe project now has a good chance to go in
another more cooperative direction — if the French and Ger—
man governments which set the pace on European integra—
tion take to heart the questions and doubts their votes have
raised about Europe’ s own social and economic conditions.
That would mean concentrating on economic reform and libe—
ralization at home instead of chasing more abstract and distant
shadows of American power. ( The Washington Post June 2
2005)
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3.2

" 2000: 116)

( inconsistent metaphors)

® No doubt Labour and Lib Dems would like to see
some wind in the UK Independence Party’ s sails to keep the
Tories on the defensive; but winds can be changeable so all
three parties seem to have concluded that the Europe issue is
best kept in its box until after polling day. ( Guardian April
18 2005)
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2007: 33) .

® Our solutions build power and service high per-
2007: 27)

business

formance businesses. (

. Business is construction

Business is machine  Business is human being.
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4.3

The answer is that the wind has changed and our cha-
meleon Prime Minister has spotted an opening. ( The Sun

August 24 2005)
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