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Abgtract : According to the theory of cognitive-learning in psychology, logically a person who
must have three prerequistes as the foundations to accept the new knowledge: the knowledge
which should be a logical system, the intention of learner who wants to study the new
knowledge, and the pre-cognitive schema in the learner's internal mind where there was a
fix-point the new knowledge could attach with onit. Like theindividual processon of learning the
new knowledge, the history s development , especially the modern Chinese educational history s
evolution was al 0 aprocesson as bein conformity with the principlesof cognitive-learning theory
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in psychology. So we could analyze the processon of modernization of Chinese education in the
terms of cognitiverlearning theory. As samples, the events of the establishment of
Tungwen- College in 1862 and the debate about the additional astronomy-mathematics classes in
1866 - 1867 were re-remarked in this paper. Before the establishment of Tungwen-Collegein 1862
(early even in Ming dynasty) , there were a number of books and schools (written down and set
up) by the Christian and Catholic missonariesfrom the west countries, that introduced the west
educational system, and brought out the features of the west educational system which very
differentiated to the Chinese traditional educational system. And those showed Chinese people the
learnable logical knowledge of the west scientific educational system. Through analyzing the
establishment of Tungwen-College, we could know that in that time after the First and Second
Opium War , for Chinese people there was an utilitarian and political zeal to study the west
education to train alot of personswho could be familiar with the west sciences and languages and
skill in the west technologies, 0 that to practice the Yangwu Movement (or Zigiang Movement ,
means to study the foreign and improve ourselves). And that was the intention as the internal
factor which motivated Chinese people to study the west scientific educational system. For China,
the most important prerequiste to study the west scientific educational system is to find an
internal fix-point from the Chinese traditional culture which must be looked as a factor " of
scientific’. In 1866 - 1867, a debate about the additional astronomy-mathematics classes
occurred, which accelerated the Chinese traditional culture to be divided into two: the Liyi
(means the humanistic etiquettes) and the Jiyi (means the technological arts). And the Jiyi was
just then looked as that factor "of scientific’, although it was actually an event "of illusory
conjunction’. Snce then, the Chinese education was gone into the " scientific’ orbit cons stent
with the west educational system.
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