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A Historical Review of the Change of Chinese Land System in the 20th Century
GAO Ha-yan
(College of Southeast L and Management, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310029, China)

Abgtract : The system of land is anissue of its historical context. Asto the 20th -century China,
the land system correlated much more with the successive great political changes, and it involved
the controversies of political systems between the public and the private as well. This produced
the oppostion and conflicts between the two kinds of land systems of the public and the private
ownership. Nonetheless, the idea "every tiller should possess his own farmland " advocated by
Dr. Sun Yat-sen is all the time the most important land policy during both the period of the
Republic, the War of Resstance Against Japan, the Civil War, and the People’ s Republic
including the reform and opening-up period. By thefirst half of the 1950s, both the Mainland and
Taiwan had realized " every tiller should possess his own farmland ", although one by way of
revolution and the other moderation, and both used the same term "land revolution’ as their
stance for aslong as one century. Infact, the process both in the Mainland and Taiwan yielded
such a result that to develop the small private ownership system (the system of land ownership of
petty farmers) with a negation of the big private ownership system (the system of land owner ship
of landlords) .

From the second half of the 1950s onward, however , the Mainland and Taiwan have finally
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stepped on two quite different roadsin accordance with their different political directions. One of
them started to go towards a new goal of land owned by the state and developed into some new
forms of collective ownership, while the other, through its successul practice of land
reformation, had acted out the idea of every tiller should have hisown farmland into the private
land ownership. In the said history of change of land systems in the Manland and in Taiwan,
there is something going through all the time, that is, the traditional principle of equalitarianism
which has lasted for a thousand years, and a poly-composte structure of land ownership system.
These phenomena are mainly attributed to the resultant force of route dependence, state
designing and groups arguing and contesting with each other , and so on. The route dependence
played a much more important role in the change of the land system in the 20th century. " The
choice people made in the past determines the poss ble choices they may make at present.” It isfor
this reason that the two regi mes coincidently display the spirit of equalitarianism, and the ideas of
petty peasant ownership of land haven’ t been terminated despite repeated revolutions and
reformations. As to the composte structure of various ownership systems, it has never gone
beyond the traditional frame. Such a particular change of Chinese land system in the 20th century
has once more confirmed the truth: the balance between the peasants’ /farmers’ will and the
state’ s designing is one of the determinants for a success ul land system. Whereas the ideas of
equalitarianism and impartiality will remain animportant inhibiting factor for land system changes
in a consderably long time.
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