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Interaction between Modality and Situation
PEN G Li-zhen

(Research Center of Language and Cognition, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China
Abstract : The dtuations are the states of afairs expressed by verbs or sentences and can be
subdivided into two types at the first level : the static dtuation and the dynamic one. The
modality is the subjective opinion or manner of the speaker towards the factuality status of an
event or the truth value of a proposition expressed by an utterance. As the most important
carriers of the modality , the modalsin modern Chinese express three types of modality , namely ,
the epistemic modality , deontic modality and dynamic modality , among which the latter two are
terminologically named root modality or nornrepistemic modality syncretically.

The modality determination of the modals is affected by the types of the stuations of the
verbs or the sentences. The types of the stuations (especially at the first level) and modality
restrict each other, therefore, the verbs or sentences of a certain type of dtuation co-occur
obligatorily with the modal s expressng a certain type of modality syntactically.

The verbs or sentences with static features usually express the static events, which can only
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be altered to some extent from the dynamic-force perspective and can be exclusively understood by
the language speakers under the concept of the epistemic possbility and necessty in modality.
The typical static verbs mainly collaborate with the modal's expressng epistemic meaning. The
polysemic modals of modern Chinese usualy interpreted as epistemic reading when they
collaborate with the static verbs, e. g. , they universally have the epistemic reading when they
collaborate with the typical static verbs"yiweizhé' , "xiand' and "dengyu’ , etc. , which usually do
not co-occur with the non-epistemic modal s.

The dynamic verbs or the syntactic constructions with the dynamic features express the
dynamic events, which can be affected or even changed much more possbly than their
counterparts from the perspective of the dynamicforce, and can be impacted or altered readily by
the language speakers with permisson, obligation and deontic necessty , or ability , dedrability,
and courage in modality. When the polysemic modals co-occur with dynamic verbs such as the
activity verbs, accomplishment verbs; and the dynamic constructions such as dummy verbs
construction and " bd'-construction, they usually have the non-epistemic meaning, viz. , deontic
modality or dynamic modality , without the other influences than the dtuation of the verbs and
sentences.

Because of the interaction between the types of the stuations of the verbs or the sentences
and the types of modality, the former can be well employed as a dimenson of semantic
determination of the polysemic modalsin modern Chinese, therefore, the stuational features of
the verbs or the sentences are the interpreter of the modals, which can differentiate the readings
of the polysemic modals.
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