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An Overview of the Police Higher Education in Modern China

XIAO Lang, SHI Zheng
(Department of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)
Abstract : The police education in modern China started at the beginning of the 20th century when
the modern police system was established and the police construction and administration got
under way. Having undergone fifty years of an arduous and tortuous course of development , the
police education gradually formed two-level systems:the central level and the local level : and the
dual-track training mode-credential education and vocational training. In thefirst half of the 20th
century with an unstable stuation, the local police education at the elementary and secondary
level suffered from unbalanced development due to domestic political , economic and military
influence and restrictions, while the central police education at the tertiary level , thanks to the
support from the State government , achieved a rapid growth which marks the highest level of
modern police education. Generally speaking, China’ s modern police higher education went
through three stages: (1) The first stage (1903 - 1916) from the late Qing Dynasty through the
early period of the Republic of China;(2) The second stage (1917 - 1935) marking the founding
and development of the Beijing Police Academy , thefirst of its kind in China; and (3) The third
stage (1936 - 1949) with the establishment of another police school :the Nanjing Central Police
academy.
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In the first stage, the Chinese police education just followed the Japanese pattern in
curriculum development and teaching management , and employed many Japanese teachers. After
the founding of the Republic of China, especially with the Japanese government revealing its
intention to invade China, however , China began to turn to Europe and America. The Beijing
Police Academy made a very important step towards the specialization of police education by
borrowing the teaching modes of German and Austrian police schools, including the specialized
courses in electricity, construction, police dog and fingerprinting. In addition to Japanese
teachers, European teachers, consultants and some Chinese teachers who had received education
in Europe were employed. In the 1930s American ideas, methodology and experience were
adopted s0 as to spur the development of Chind s police education in the purpose of running a
police school , offering new specialties, teaching practice and management. All these have
accumulated a great deal for the development of police higher education after the founding of New
China. It needs to be pointed out , however , that the police education in modern China served to
consolidate the KM T regime to some extent.
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