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New Per spectives on Internationalization of China during the Republican Era
William C. Kirby
(History Department of Harvard University, Cambridge MA02138, U. S. A.)

Abstract : Aninternational perspective on modern China has been rather unfashionablein Western
historical scholarship for much of the past several decades. Infact, in the creation of the modern
state, China has been its incorporation into global systems. Snce the establishment of the
Republican Chinain 1912, China has been shaped in often decisve ways by its interactions with
the wider world-just as China has helped to shape the course of world history. The history of
modern Chinais smply incomprehensible without a strongly international perspective. If we are
to study this era of China s international history, we cannot separate the internal from the
external ; rather , we should aim to examine processes of internationalization at home and abroad.
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