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A Cognitive Construction Grammar Approach to Chinese Mono -transitive Sentence
Zhang Jianh
(Institute of Linguistics s Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058 , China)

Abstract. A construction is a symbolic unit in language , a pair of conventionalized form and
meaning in use . Abstracted from the outside world , it represents concepts and is instantiated in
language .

A Cognitive Construction Grammar approach to Chinese mono-transitive structure shows two
main types: basic constructions (BC) and complex constructions (CC). The former is of
substantive constructions based on verbs with token frequency . and the latter is of functional
constructions with token and type frequency . A BC can stand as a sentence, while a CC cannot
stand independently . CCs are related to special propositions , events, or semantic or pragmatic
functions and are often linguistically marked .

In the merging process, the two types of construction interact in the following ways .
(1) with the CC’s syntactic structure and meaning steady , its thematic grid may undergo slight
change ;(2) the CC imposes revision on the BC , where the CC’s meaning is profiled and the BC s
meaning elaborates on CC’s; and (3) when a CC’s meaning is extended to a certain degree , there
emerges constructional polysemy .

Since the mono-transitive sentence can host a great many CCs , quite different thematic grids
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can be found there , showing its zonal complexity in Chinese construction networks . Compared
with English, especially those marked Chinese CCs are unique , as the two languages do not share
their linguistic systems , cultural rituals and ways of thinking .

Cognitive Construction Grammar can give a comprehensive and unified account of linguistic
mechanism and offers a glimpse of uniqueness of Chinese in this respect .
Key words : cognitive construction grammar ; usage-based model; grammatical structure; verb

study ; Chinese mono-transitive sentence
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