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TheM eanings of the Ecological Sign of Orchard
L iang Zhong-x ian

(M udan jimg Nom al College Mudan jiang 157011, Ching EastChiha NomalUnwewsiy Shanghai200241, China)

The novelThe Orchard Thieves whichwas published by the welkknown A ustralian writer E lzabeth Jolley in 1995 is relr
tively short Same critics say it lacks socialdepth butmy iea is that the novel focuses on a grander then e which transcends the
lin its of both society and politics the theme of ecology Inhabited by he protagonists the orchard induces conflicts and contra
dictions arising from differences of deology Jolley’ s greamess lies n that she masterly revealed three levels of m eanings con-
cerning the ecobgical sign of he orchart the daily dwellng phce the symbol of fortune and the whokness and relatvisn of
philosophical deas The com plicated problen fnally is solved by phibsophical revelatbn, which helped the orchard regan its
function of the “ poetic dwellng’ place
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