% 38 474 3 W #I X 2 2 RAIHSEFR) Vol.38, No.3
2008 4 5 H Journal of Zhejiang University(Humanities and Social Sciences) May 2008

P
— P EHRANEAES

XKk

(VLK% W EERE ST AT, WivL A 310028 )

[ ] AP AA R, BOR R T 018 2% I, B AR Ae Ay 8 30 25 J F 3 R v 4] 55
AR EN L R R FLTH UL ANy, LR TR M B AREANZ R JafEh A
CFEARBT M EZA RS, HEZ KEZE W HHZ 0, IR EARBIEE SR\, o] DL, e & E
A 55 B ARAT AR DR B v 1 1 HIOAR JE AR LI T8 B AR R 1 K 2 5% 8, T b A8 00 3 i A 1 o 2 R
VG (K 000K TR R A (KA 2%, ] A4 g DY R A UG SRR R M B LG I, LG B
T PUEL Ay, 3R SC B A SO B (K 5 R EAR IR S AT W RTE A LLA I S g e A b, LRI
A IR ) Ay BT AR B o X iy B R AR T DU RO T 9 A B A b R P 3 AT O, A B
AT IR R Fan” RN A — 1 B A B o

[x8A] BoR; B8, B, aig

DOI:10.3785/j. issn. 1008-942X. 2008. 03. 006

Patterning after the Cosmos: Basic Ideas in Chinese Numerology
Guan Changlong
(Institute for Ancient Books, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)
Abstract: Narrowly speaking, numerology is explained as the knowledge of fate. That means it
aims at understanding how life, in its development in time and space, is forming the best mutual
relationship with the environment. Confucius said, “Without understanding one’ s fate, it is
impossible to become a gentleman.” Most ancient Chinese scholars regarded numerology as an
important part of their academic research. All things are definitely affected by numerology.
Therefore, numerology is one of the headsprings of the Chinese traditional ideology. However,
there have been different ways of understanding fate and among them the Confucian perspective is
the most worthy of consideration. If a person’s fate as it unfolds in this world corresponds
exactly to his true fate as endowed by Heaven, as is suggested here, it is the perfect destiny for
any existence. Yet the reality is that each person often gives in to temptations or commits
wrongful deeds due to unintelligent choices in moments of confusion, and as a result, one gets
further removed from the path of his “true fate.” For this reason, the learned ones cultivate their
nature to understand the basis of things, to understand fate in order to get closer to their “true

fate”. Yet "knowing the principle of change” is not something that anyone can easily achieve, and
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as for the common people, it is inevitable that they often have to ask the accomplished ones for
guidance. These ”accomplished ones” fall into two groups: those who know the principle of
change, and those who know the numerical aspect of change. The former attain a high level of
moral cultivation, and must also have an enlightened self-consciousness in the first place; and
those who “know the numerical aspect of change” are figures among the populace offering to give
guidance to others on their lives. Beginning with the bibliography of the imperial library
(Yiwenzhi) in the Han Dynastic History, the classification schemes of numerology of different
periods have used very different standards. Some are based on the divined objects, such as
astrology, geomancy, and physiognomy; others are based on the paraphernalia used, such as The
Book of Changes and turtle plastron divination. Some are based on the technical terms used, such
as taiyi and dunjia; others are based on the goal of divination, such as reading of one’s fate. So,
it is difficult to know from where this art of numerology originated. Now, 1 will divide them into
four groups based on their methods of divination: Divination through the image of the Cosmic
imitation. This group includes primarily divination by either turtle plastrons and cosmic board.
Divination through the number of the Cosmic imitation. This group is primarily divination by
means of The Book of Changes. Divination through the original images. This group includes the
observations and classifications of various natural phenomena such as astronomy, geography,
humanity, and study of the properties of matters, in order to arrive at their correlations with the
fortune and misfortune of men. Divination through the original Numerology. This primarily
refers to the divination of fate, or what is usually called “fortune-telling”. Chinese numerological
thinking has as its principle in following the moral substance of the fate given by Heaven, and it
attempts to understand the content of this Heavenly endowed fate by observations and inductive
classifications and by modeling after the organic processes of the cosmos. This, in turn, places
constraint upon the egocentric behaviors founded on our individual rationality, and so one can be
content with one’s fate and know one’s destiny, and achieve the ideal of being one with Heaven.
Key words: numerology; intellectual; ideas; destiny
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