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"The Medium is the Message’ : McL uhan's Phenomenological Intuition
on the Universal Medium
Fan Long
(School of Journalism and Communication, Huazhong University of Science and Technology ,
Wuhan 430074, China)
Abstract : As a scholar who has an important status and profound influence in the history of
communication research , McL uhan has a reputation which once went through repeated rises and
falls. The reviews about him are mostly confined to one kind of speech at will , short of
discussonson the level of scientific principle and academic values in the strict sense, no matter
they are praisesor censures. Inthese reviews, the knowledge of McL uhan' s method of thinkingis
particularly superficial and confused, flooded with kinds of unrealistic and irresponsble
viewpoints based on a narrow field of vison all along. These prejudices serioudy hinder the
development in depth of McLuhan studies. In view of the present dtuation, the dissertation
proposes that McL uhan s method of thinking may be accurately judged and deeply understood in
the phenomenological horizon. The dissertation consders that as one of the most important
philosophic thoughts in the modern west , phenomenology is of extremely great methodological
significance, and can be radically regarded as one kind of philosophic method which takes
universal intuition as its core. Through the explanation of McL uhan s texts, the dissertation
discovers that McL uhan's communication research obviousy embodies the phenomenological
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spirit of facing matter itself , and as the inevitable result of phenomenological description and
reflection on the self-consciousness about the effects of medium, his most representative
argument that the medium is the message declares the essence of medium which can be grasped
directly and in fact displays the succesful application of universal intuition in medium
understanding. For the above reasons, the dissertation pointsout that in a broad sense, McL uhan
can be regarded as a phenomenologist who did not participate in the movement of phenomenology
subjectively but really follows the basic principles of phenomenology and utilizes the basic
methods of phenomenology objectively in his academic practice, and there is a remarkable
relationship between McL uhan s communication research and phenomenological method.
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