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Abgtract : Sanzijing ( Three Character Canon) has long been acknowledged as one of the most
wide-gpread and influential children’ sprimers. Under the educational policy of the Qing dynasty ,
Sanzijing came into being in both the Manchu language and the Mongolian language.
Afterwards, bilingual texts became avalable in the ChineseManchu or Chinese-Mongolian
format. Word-by-word and sentence by-sentence annotations were made by following the
annotated texts of Sanzijing in the past dynasties. As a result, it contributed greatly to the
educational development in the areas inhabited by Manchu and Mongolian ethnic groups and to
the cultural exchanges between these two groups and the Han nationality.

Around the period of Opium War , with the trend of the dissemination of Western learning
and the arrival of Western missonaries, came out the Sanzijing which focused on the spread of
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Christian doctrine. The main editions include the one compiled by W. H. Medhurst , an English
missonary , and the two by American missonaries C. Hartwell and H. Blodget. These Christian
imitations were adapted from the basic content of the Bible and in the smilar format of the
original Sanzijing. In this sense, they are a special kind of preaching books.

Different to some degrees from the above-mentioned imitations are another two editions of
Sanzijingin imitation, compiled by Sophia Martin, an English missonary and printed by the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom respectively. The former edition intended for female students taught
them to believein God and to do good in line with the secular ethic and morality. It wasof great
practical valuein that it was concerned with many daily aspects of women'’ slife, including many
commonly-used Chinese characters. The latter edition, which introduced and preached Christian
doctrine, was an attempt to elaborate on the uniqueness of God and universality of Christianity by
incorporating some Chinese historical knowledge. Moreover, it advocated Chinese peasants’
rebellion to overthrow the Qing dynasty. Inthiscase, it produced a revol utionary influence when
it was adopted as the textbook for the kingdom school s to educate the peasants children.

During the Qing dynasty when Sanzijing found its way well into the academic field,
imitations of Sanzijing on several specialized topics emerged, notably the medical edition, which
drew wide attention. The two representative works included Sanzijing on Medicine by Chen
Nianzu , a noted Qing doctor and Sanzijing on Ophthalmology by Hu Yinchen, a medical scholar
in the Qing. These two medical Sanzijing are characterized by the integration of specialized
knowledge with the imitated form of language of the original Sanzijing.

On the other hand, Sanzijing in Chinese was introduced into Korea, Japan, Vietnam and
some other neighboring countries and regions. The Edo period and Meiji Restoration in particular
witnessed the appearance of many imitationsof Sanzijing, which exerted some wide influence on
the cultural and educational exchanges between China and Japan. Therefore, Sanzijing is an
important document not only in the history of culture and education but also in the history of
cultural and educational exchanges.

Key words: Sanzijing ( ThreeCharacter Canon); Manchu and Mongolian texts; imitation;
cultural and educational exchanges
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