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ABSTRACT In order to describe the distribution characteristics of laser energy inside the keyhole
reasonably, the ray tracing method is used to deal with the multiple reflections of laser beam in the
keyhole and Fresnel absorption on the keyhole wall. The line-source based keyhole model is modified.
The predicted shape and size of the keyhole are employed to determine the distribution parameters
of the volumetric heat source for laser beam welding, which are applied to the combined heat source
model for hybrid laser+ pulsed gas metal arc welding (laser+GMAW-P) process. Based on such an
adaptive heat source model, the numerical analysis of quasi—steady state temperature field in hybrid
welding of TCS stainless steel is conducted. The hybrid welding experiments of TCS stainless steel
are carried out, and the predicted weld shape and size are compared with the measured results to
validate the established thermal model for hybrid welding. It is found that the thermal model for hybrid
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welding of T'CS stainless steel based on the predicted keyhole shape can well simulate the temperature
profiles and weld formation. Besides, the thermal model is used to calculate the shape and dimension
of heat—affected zone (HAZ) and thermal cycles at different positions in HAZ under different process
conditions, and the characteristics of thermal cycles of TCS stainless steel in hybrid welding are an-
alyzed, which lay the foundation for the prediction of microstructure and properties of TCS stainless

steel weld joints.

KEY WORDS keyhole shape, hybrid welding, TCS stainless steel, thermal model, thermal cycle
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Table 1 Process parameters in laser +GMAW-P hybrid welding (laser-wire distance 2.6 mm, laser—
wire angle 40°, location of laser focus 2 mm, focal diameter 0.4 mm, wire diameter 1.2 mm,
wire extension 18 mm)
Test Average current Average voltage Welding speed Laser power Wire feed rate
No. I, A U,V v, m/min P, kW VUm, m/min
1 185 22.4 1.2 2.0 6.6
2 163 20.5 1.0 2.4 5.5
3 199 22.4 0.8 2.0 6.6
0.0
(b)
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Fig.4 3D keyhole shape (a) and longitudinal cross—section
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Fig.11 The thermal cycles in HAZ at different positions of the workpiece (test No.1)
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