40 BH 1 W # L K 2 ¥ RAXHEREZEM) Vol .40, No .1
2010 4¢ 1 H Journal of Zhejiang University (Humanities and Social Sciences) Jan. 2010

smER. MEREEF RS REEH DOL, 10,3785/} isan 1008-9142X 2009 09 251

P X e N Z= i s N
fHl U AR = 1) S UE T 9T

TEN O EEX
TR 3524 B% , Wil Bl 310027)

(XU AZZRARETY R SIS IR AR A PR EE T ST 4 2 Ut SR A B At
SIA . HIXWCAZERE PTG A BRS A S A 1 S5 T AR IR AR 0 35 TR ARG L Rt A R s A F P R
PRI 32 b DX A 22 S5 R AR IR AN B SC ZR A n] 2 ARG (R, 3 o o ik 5 DR S 100 T ik S T i e
PIEAFAERI LRI, R X RSP B 5 T PP RKF 1A 23 i D02t DX A1 R
K RRE 0440 A9 DNE ST, FIRFUAROCRTE 10 KT i . IZRBGE RTINS A ZZIE A OC R
B R Z WA ZIE R Z 3 DA 22 BE 5 e 3R R SR TR 3 i fe AR L B S5 IRTE— R
e A I BT

[R§R ] MDA 2 B I A 1 5 RIS aR R

An Empirical Study on China’s Regional Income Inequality ,
Floating Population and Criminal Offense Rate
Shi Jinchuan Wu Xingjie
(College of Economics , Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310027 , China)

Abstract. The increasingly expanding regional income inequality and rapidly increasing criminal
offense rate are two important social phenomena in China’s transition period . The inter-provincial
floating population caused by regional income inequality is significantly and positively correlated
with criminal offense rate. Controlling the floating population has therefore become a factor
which cannot be neglected in measuring the relationship between regional income inequality and
the criminal offense rate accurately . After solving the linear problem through decomposing the
inter-provincial floating population, we find that a one percent rise in the regional income level
compared with the average national level leads to a 0.44—0.49 percent decrease in regional
criminal offense rate and this result is robust in a series of sensitivity tests. The correlation

between regional income inequality and criminal offense rate is much bigger than the correlation
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between urban-rural income inequality and criminal offense rate, and it means that regional
income inequality has a leading effect on regional criminal offense rate .

Key words : regional income inequality ; inter-province floating population ; criminal offense rate
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