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On the Implications of Righteousness in the Mohist
Conception of "Universal Impartial Love’

Liu Qingping
(Institute for Advanced Study in Social Sciences , Fudan University ,
Shanghai 200433 , China)

Abstract; The Mohist conception of "universal impartial love’ highlights the ancient precept of
righteousness . The Mohist assertion of "harming no one and loving fellow humans’stresses the
concept of equality and endorses the primitive idea of democracy . In these aspects,it not only
surpasses the paradoxical Confucian idea of "humane love” in large measure,but also helps us
correct some defects in the modern Western ideas of "rights” and "equality” .
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