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Emotional Memory Advantage of Individuals with Posttraumatic Stress
Disorder

WANG Xiao-Ling; LI Song-Wei; QIAN Ming-Yi
(Department of Psychology, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is a chronic mental disorder caused by highly emotional
events. The symptoms of PTSD, such as intrusion, flashback, pathological re-experience, increased vigilance
and avoidance have severe impact on patients’ cognitive functions. The memories of the PTSD patients are
characterized by intense and long lasting emotional contents, which are highly salient in the system of memory.
The present article reviewed the psychophysics and the brain imaging studies on the advantage of emotional
memories of individuals with PTSD. Results of these studies were not consistent due to many methodol ogical
factors and further studies are needed to explore these issues.
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