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On Dong Zhongshu' s Theory of Auspicious and Disasterous

Signs and the rheology of Confucianist Divination
YU Zht ping
( Philosphy Research Insitue  China Social Sciences Academy, Bejing 100732, China)

Abstract: The theory of auspicious and disasterous signs can be traced to confucius, but it was Dong Zhongshu of the
Western Han Dynasty who culminated it. Its theoretical basis is the idea of correspondence between man and nature.
Confucianist divination which was popular is late Western Han Dynasty and prevalent in the whole of Eastern Han Dy
nasty was diredly inherited from Dong’ s theory. By synthesizing various ancient diabolic tricks and wicked crafts, it
gradually developed into the dominant official ideology. After the Wei and Jin Dynasties, the mainstream of confucianist
divination developed in two directions: either absorbed by Taoism and Buddhism or spread through various channels &
mong cmmon people.
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