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Criticism on Moral Narration in Modern and Contemporary
Chinese Literary History

ZHANG Guang-mang
( Chinese Department o Narjing University, Narjing 210093, China)

Abstract: The real “grand narration” in modern and contemporary Chinese literatur is moral narration. Iis substantial
content can find expression in “ morality above everything and personal morality first” . Though the May 4th literary
movement advocated “ new morality against old morality” , which was a revolutionary mark of narrative conversion, cet-
tain fundamental value principles of traditional moral narration still played a decisive 1ole in the deeper structure of
morality. The promotion of new morality is closely related with traditional moral narration. Moral narration, on the one

3

hand, is the extension of the aesthetic principle of “ morality above everything”, on the other, it gradually develops into
aesthetically pragmatic moral narration.

Key words: modemn and contemporary Chinese literature; moral narration; moral pragmatism
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